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TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BIRKENHEAD: 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Medical  Staff  changes  occurred  during  1963.  Dr.  Anne 
D.  Kellner  resigned  on  31st  May,  1963,  and  Dr.  Pamela  Roberton 
vas  appointed  to  succeed  her  and  commenced  duties  on 
1 si  October,  1 963 . 

Reference  vill  be  found  in  the  body  of  the  Report  to  the 
shortages  of  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

This  is  an  opportunity  to  say  thank  you  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  encouragement  and 
support  during  the  year.  I wish  to  thank  also  my  brother 
officials  and  their  staffs  for  the  ready  assistance  to  the  Health 
Department  throughout  the  year. 

Finally,  without  the  loyal  support  and  hard  work  of  all 
the  members  of  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department,  the  work  of  the 
Department  could  not  function  so  smoothly.  I welcome  this 
opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  all  the  staff. 


I am , 

Your  obedient  servant. 


J.  ¥.  LOBBAN, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


POPULATION 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population 
mid  year  1 963 

Census  Population  1961 
BIRTHS 

Males  Females  Totals 

Live  Births  Legitimate  1406  1451  2857 

Illegitimate  84  97  181 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  , 

Comparability  factor 

Birth  Rate  as  adjusted  by  factor 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 


143680 

141683 


3038 

21  .1 
0.99 
20.9 
5.9 


Males  Females  Totals 

Still  Births  Legitimate  33  27  60 

Illegitimate  257 

Total  live  and  still  births 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live  & still) 


67 

3105 

20.3 


DEATHS 

Number  of  deaths:  Males  902) 

Females  848 ) 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

Comparability  factor 

Death  rate  as  adjusted  by  factor 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  all  infants  under  one  year  . 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  one  year 

Rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  one  year 

Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

NEONATAL  MORTALITY 


1750 

12.1 
1 .14 
13.8 


90 

29.6 

86 

30.1 
4 

22.1 


55 

18.1 


Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks 
Rate  per  1,000  live  births 


• • 
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EARLY  NEONATAL  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  veek  • . . . . . . , 49 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  16.1 

POST  NEONATAL  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  infants  over  four  veeks  and  under  one  year  . , 35 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  11.5 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY 

Still  births  and  deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  ..  116 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still)  .,  ..  37.3 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

Maternal  deaths  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  ..  .,  ..  ..  ..  0.00 

EXCESS  OF  BIRTHS  OVER  DEATHS  ..  1288 


GENERAL 

Area  of  Borough  (in  acres)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  8643 

Number  of  persons  per  acre  ..  ..  ..  ..  .,  16.6 

Number  of  houses  in  Borough  . . . . . . ...  . . 42240 

General  rate  1963/64  ..  ..  ..  ..  .*.  ..  8/5 

Estimated  product  of  a penny  rate  ..  ..  ..  ..  £18275 

DEATHS 


1750  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  (902  males  and  848  . 
females).  This  represents  a death  rate  of  13.8  per  1,000 
population.  The  comparable  death  rate  for  England  and  Vales  is 
12.2  per  1,000  population.  Recent  annual  figures  are  as  follows 

Borough  England  & Vales 


1953 

11.8 

11  .4 

1954 

12.7 

11  .3 

1955 

13.3 

11.7 

1956 

12.8 

11  .7 

1957 

12.7 

11  .5 

1958 

13.3 

1 1 .7 

1959 

12.9 

11  .6 

1960 

12.9 

11.5 

1961 

14.0 

12.0 

1962 

13.5 

11  .9 

1963 

13.8 

12.2 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


There  were  90  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age 
representing  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  29.6  per  1 ,000  live 
births.  The  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Vales  is  20.9. 

The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows 


Pneumonia 

• • • • • 

o • 

. . 

• • 

33 

Congenital  malformations  . . 

• • 

. . 

• • 

21 

Other  defined 

and  ill  defined 

diseases 

• • 

34 

Leukaemia 

# • • • • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 

Accident  (not 

motor  vehicle) 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 

90 


It  is  disappointing  to  find  that  the  infant  mortality  rate 
has  increased  from  27.5  to  29.6.  Pneumonia  deaths  in  infants  have 
doubled  in  1963  and  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  due  to  congenital  malformations.  The  still  birth  rate  is 
higher  than  the  National  average  and  the  ^neonatal  mortality  rate 
is  also  higher  than  that  of  England  and  Vales. 

Of  the  90  infant  deaths  49  occurred  within  the  first  week  of 
life  and  a further  six  within  the  next  three  weeks  so  that  55 
deaths  occurred  within  the  first  four  weeks.  The  regular  Case 
Conferences  every  month  at  St.  Catherine's  Hospital  when  all  still 
births  and  neonatal  deaths  are  fully  discussed  have  continued 
and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  continued  to  attend  these 
Case  Conferencjes  which  are  most  helpful. 

DEATHS  DUE  TO  TUBERCULOSIS 

Rates  per 
1000  population 

Respiratory  11  0.07 

Non-Respiratory  2 0.014 

DEATHS  DUE  TO  CANCER  OF  THE  LUNO 

The  number  of  deaths  was  104  compared  with  76  in  1962.  The 
marked  disproportion  between  males  and  females  has  continued  - 
89  males  and  15  females  have  died  from  this  condition. 


Recent  figures  are  as  follows 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1954 

57 

5 

62 

1955 

65 

17 

82 

1956 

48 

8 

56 

1957 

53 

7 

60 

1958 

79 

11 

90 

1959 

58 

17 

75 

1960 

64 

19 

83 

1961 

59 

8 

67 

1962 

68 

8 

76 

1963 

89 

15 

104 

England  & 

Vales 

0.056 

0.007 
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The  local  figures  represent  0.72  per  1000  population  compared 
with  the  National  figure  of  0.519. 

CANCER  OF  OTHER  SITES 

217  deaths  occurred  as  a result  of  cancer  of  other  sites. 

This  representsa  slight  decrease  from  1962  when  235  deaths  occurred 
The  present  figure  represents  a rate  of  1.5  per  1,000  population 
compared  with  the  national  average  of  1.658  per  1,000  population. 

HEART  DISEASE 


Heart  disease  accounted  for  575  deaths  representing  thirty 
two  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths.  Again  a higher  number  of  men  die( 
from  coronary  disease  and  angina  as  compared  with  women  and  these 
deaths  occurred  earlier  in  life. 

PNEUMONIA  AND  BRONCHITIS 

These  accounted  for  247  deaths  or  14^  of  total  deaths. 
Bronchitis  claimed  84  victims  while  pneumonia  was  responsible  for 
163  deaths.  Over  100  of  these  deaths  from  respiratory  disease 
occurred  in  the  age  group  75  and  over. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

There  were  no  deaths  due  to  diphtheria,  whooping  cough, 
meningococcal  inf actions , acute  poliomyelitis  and  measles. 

Influenza  caused  5 deaths,  syphilitic  disease  2 and  other 
parasitic  and  infective  diseases  1 . 

ACCIDENTS 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  caused  20  deaths,  an  increase  of  5 
as  compared  with  1962.  Other  accidents  caused  34  deaths,  a decrease 
of  15  from  1962.  There  was  a welcome  drop  in  deaths  from  accidents 
in  children  under  1 year,  only  one  infant  under  1 year  dying  as  a 
result  of  accident  compared  with  six  in  1962. 

>LATERNAL  DEATHS 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 
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SUMMARY  OF  COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


Birkenhead 

England  & 

Vales 

Birth  Rate  (per  1 ,000  population) 

20.9 

18.2 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1 ,000  total 

live  and  still  births) 

20.3 

17.3 

Death  Rate  (per  1 ,000  population) 

13.8 

12.2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1 ,000 

live  births) 

29.6 

20.9 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (per 

1,000  live  births) 

18.1 

14.2 

Deaths  from  respiratory 
tuberculosis  (per  1,000 
population) 

0.07 

0.056 

Deaths  from  non-respiratory 
tuberculosis  (per  1 ,000 
population) 

0.014' 

0.007 

Deaths  from  Cancer  of  Lung 
(per  1 ,000  population) 

0.72 

0.519 

Deaths  from  Cancer  of  other 
sites  (per  1 ,000  population) 

1 .5 

1 .658 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PEJRIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1963 
(as  compiled  by  the  Registrar-General) 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

There  vas  a marked  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
measles  notified  during  the  year,  1980  compared  with  574  in  1962. 
Whooping  Cough  notifications  234  showed  a marked  increase  compared 
with  42  in  1962. 

Cases  of  Scarlet  fever  41  compared  with  38  in  1962  continued 
to  be  of  a mild  nature. 

Cases  of  dysentery  showed  a welcome  drop  from  142  in  1962 
to  33  in  1963. 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria,  acute  poliomyelitis, 
typhoid  fever,  paratyphoid  fever,  smallpox,  ophthalmia  neonatorum, 
or  acute  encephalitis. 

SUSPECTED  FOOD  POISONING  CASES  AND  INFECIOUS  DISEASE  CASES 

ASSOCIATED  WITH  FOOD  AND/OR  DRINK 

132  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  and  dysentery  were 
notified  during  the  year.  Investigations  involved  235  visits 
to  patients’  houses  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  the  submission 
of  277  specimens  for  bacteriological  examination.  In  only  4 cases 
of  suspected  food  poisoning  was  any  suspect  food  available  for 
examination  and  in  all  cases  there  were  no  pathogenic  organisms 
in  the  remains. 

Shigella  sonnei  was  confirmed  as  the  causal  agent  in  33  cases. 
These  were  all  in  isolated  family  outbreaks  occurring  mostly  in 
the  spring  and  early  summer. 

One  person  continues  to  be  a carrier  of  Salmonella  typhi . 

A case  of  Salmonella  Paratyphi  B.  occurred  in  a family  and 
the  three  other  members  became  symptomless  carriers  for  some  time. 
The  cause  was  not  established. 

Salmonella  Poona  and  Salmonella  Typhimurium  were 
responsible  for  three  cases  of  illness.  The  causes  could  not  be 
definitely  established. 
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INVESTIGATION  INTO  THE  COMPLICATIONS  OF  MEASLES 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  commenced  in  1963  an 
inquiry  into  the  incidence  of  serious  complications  of  measles 
particularly  encephalitis  and  other  neurological  disorders. 

This  information  is  necessary  to  assess  the  need  for 
universal  measles  vaccination.  The  Health  Department  together 
with  the  General  Practitioners  in  the  Borough  has  taken  part 
in  this  inquiry  which  is  expected  to  last  for  some  time. 

The  cases  under  investigation  for  this  inquiry  are  shown 
in  the  accompanying  table. 


Age 

All  patients  notified 
during  period  1,1. to 

31  .4.63. 

Patients  with  any  com- 
plication or  admitted 
to  hospital 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0-5  months 

2 

2 

4 

_ 

2 

2 

6-11  months 

38 

29 

67 

5 

7 

12 

1 yr. 

108 

110 

218 

13 

18 

31 

2 yrs. 

149 

130 

279 

12 

8 

20 

3 - 4 yrs 

283 

255 

538 

28 

38 

66 

5 - 9 ” 

346 

328 

674 

42 

51 

93 

10  14  " 

8 

10 

18 

1 

2 

3 

15-19  ” 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

20  and  over 

3 

- 

3 

- 

1 

1 

Age  not  stated 

— 

8 

8 

— 
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873 

1810 

101 

127 

228 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Notification. 


There  were  69  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  1963,  a 
decrease  of  6 on  the  figure  for  1962. 

Mortality . 

There  were  13  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  1963,  11  due  to 
respiratory  tuberculosis  and  2 due  to  non-respiratory  tuberculosis, 
this  is  an  increase  of  1 on  the  figure  for  1962. 

Tuberculosis  Register. 

The  Register  shows  a net  decrease  of  118  during  1963,  78 

new  cases  were  added  to  the  Register  and  196  were  removed  for 
various  reasons.  Of  the  latter  figure,  29  patients  died  and 
129  were  found  to  be  recovered.  As  stated  above,  69  of  the  new 
cases  were  primary  notifications,  7 were  inward  transfers  and 
2 cases  were  re-diagnosed. 


Adults 

Children 
(under  15  years) 

Total 

Respiratory  - Ma 1 e 

600 

54 

654 

- Female 

460 

47 

507 

Non-Respiratory  - Male 

17 

39 

56 

- Female 

49 

38 

82 

- Male 

617 

93 

710 

Totals 

- Female 

509 

80 

589 

Grand  Total 

1126 

173 

1299 

1962 

1229 

188 

1417 

-T^ovTimTi  v.,r  xT.xWtr.i  ..w.  XU.V.  xmlTTJr  ivJiW  LAAEA  m iUBERLULUiiS 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 


Details  of  the  various  medical  examinations  carried  out  by 
the  Medical  Staff  for  other  Corporation  Departments  vill  be 
found  in  the  preceding  table. 

CREMATIONS. 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  Medical  Referee  to  the 
Landican  Crematorium,  and  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
an  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  act  as  his  deputies. 

During  1963,  2,540  cremations  took  place,  compared  with  2,327  in 
1962. 

PROBLEM  FAMILIES. 


The  register  of  problem  families  is  maintained  in  the  Health 
Department  and  has  been  kept  under  continual  review.  The  usual 
co-operation  between  voluntary  and  statutory  bodies  has  been 
continued, 

CHIROPODY. 


Chiropody  provision  for  selected  cases  continues  to  be 
provided  by  the  Birkenhead  District  Nursing  Society  as  agents  for 
the  Corporation,  The  grant  has  been  increased  during  the  year 
and  now  is  £1100  per  quarter.  The  following  are  eligible  for 
treatment 

1.  Persons  of  both  sexes  over  65  years  of  age, 

2.  Handicapped  persons  of  all  ages. 

3.  Expectant  mothers. 


YE-\R 

PLACE  OF 

TREATMENT 

TOTAL 

Numbers  (inclu- 

ded in  cols, 

(2 ) to  (7 ) inc ) 
of  free  cases 
and  treatment 

Chiropodist ' s 
Surgery 

Home  of 
Patient 

Cases 

Treat- 

Cases 

Treat- 

Cases 

Treat- 

Cases 

Treat- 

ments 

ments 

ments 

ments 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

1*961 

5180 

9452 

1070 

1861 

6250 

11,313 

90 

177 

1962 

4746 

8403 

1096 

1845 

5842 

10,248 

1601 

2842 

1963 

4841 

9069 

1 344 

2329 

6185 

11,398 

2388 

4260 

Figures  for  full  calendar  year  although  Corporation 
grants  only  started  with  effect  from  1st  April,  1961, 
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BLIND  ¥ELFARE  DEPARTMENT 
INCIDENCE  OF  BLINDNESS. 

The  total  number  of  Registered  Blind  Persons  on 
31st  December,  1963,  was  363  (138  males  and  225  females).  On  the 
corresponding  date  in  1962  there  vere  360  names  on  the  register 
(134  males  and  226  females).  New  cases  during  1963  numbered 
46  (18  males  and  28  females).  Inward  transfers  numbered  3 (1  male 
and  2 females ) . 

Deaths,  and  transfers  to  other  areas  accounted  for  the 
deletion  of  47  names  (15  males  and  32  females). 


The  number  of  registered  Partially  Sighted  Persons  on 
31st  December,  1963,  was  86  (38  males  and  48  females).  The 
corresponding  figures  for  1962  were  90  (38  males  and  52  females). 
Additions  to  this  register  during  1963  were  8 (5  males  and 
3 females).  Deaths,  removals  from  the  Borough,  and  transfers  to 
the  Blind  Register,  numbered  18  (7  males  and  11  females).  There 
were  3 inward  transfers  (1  male  and  2 females). 

Of  the  363  registered  Blind  Persons  190  (52  males  and 
138  females)  are  over  the  age  of  70,  and  of  the  Partially  Sighted 
30  (10  males  and  20  females)  are  over  70, 

There  are  8 blind  (4  males  and  4 females),  and  6 partially 
sighted  children  (3  males  and  3 females)  under  16  years  of  age. 

Blind  and  partially  sighted  persons  in  employment  number 
48  (38  males  and  10  females)  respectively e 

During  1963,  74  examinations  were  carried  out  by 
ophthalmic  surgeons  - 54  first  examinations,  and  20  re-examinations. 

The  cause  of  blindness  in  the  46  new  cases  was  as  follows 

Cataract  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

0 1 au  c 0 ma  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Congenital,  myopic  and 

other  defects  ...  ...  ...  24 


The  partially  sighted  persons  notified  in  the  same  period 

vere 


Cataract 
Glaucoma  . . 
Other  defects 


2 

1 

5 
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Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Persons. 

(i)  Number  of  cases  registered 
during  the  Tear  in  respect 
of  which  Para.  7(c)  of 
Form  B.D,  8 recommends  : 


(a)  No  Treatment 

(b)  Treatment  (medical  , 
surgical  or  optical) 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  at  (i)(b) 
above  which  on  follow-up 
action  have  received 
treatment , 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Cause 

of  Disability 

Cataract 

Glauc  oma 

Others 

7 

3 

19 

10 

5 

9 

- 

- 

1 

Nil. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  cases 
Retrolental  Fibroplasia  cases 


Nil 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
INEANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  Infant  Welfare  Centres  -were  open  as 
follows 


Central  Clinic 

Wednesday 

2 

- 4 

p.m. 

South  Clinic 

Tuesday  & Wednesday 

2 

- 4 

p.m. 

North  Clinic 

Wednesday  & Thursday 

2 

- 4 

p.m. 

Balls  Road  Clinic 

Thursday  & Friday 

2 

- 4 

p*m. 

Upton  Clinic 

Tuesday  & Friday 

2 

- 4 

p.m. 

Woodchurch  Clinic 

Monday 

2 

- 4 

p.m. 

Prenton  Clinic 

Monday  & Thursday 

2 

- 4, 

p.m. 

Thingwall  Clinic 

Alternate  Fridays 

2 

- 4 

p.m. 

During  the  year  a variation  in  the_  sessions  of  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  became  necessary.  It  was  decided  to  increase  the 
sessions  at  Prenton  to  two  per  week  - Monday  and  Thursday  and  to 
reduce  the  sessions  at  the  Central  Clinic  to  one  per  week. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  of  attendances  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  the  total  attendances  during  1963  - 24,088  as 
compared  with  22,823  in  1962.  There  has  been  a drop  in  the  number 
seen  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  - 7,095 
compared  with  9,235  in  1962. 


Health  education  activities  and  Mothercraft  teaching  have 
continued  at  the  centres. 


Infant 

' Total  Attendances 

No . of 

Welfare 

5 1 st 

Re- 

Total 

No.  seen 

Sessions 

Centre  | 

Visits 

Visits 

Visits 

by  Doctor 

held 

North 

343 

3336 

3679 

1303 

102 

South 

450 

4450 

4900 

1323 

102 

Central 

316 

2062 

2378 

681 

55 

Balls  Road 

346 

4344 

4690 

1556 

102 

Upton 

293 

3150 

3443 

888 

101 

Woodchurch 

115 

1366 

1481 

551 

48 

Prenton 

199 

2785 

2984 

693 

96 

Th ingwal 1 

48 

485 

533 

100 

26 

Total  1963 

21  10 

21978 

24088 

7095 

632 

1962 

1859 

20964 

22823 

9235 

630 
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DENTAL  TREATMENT 


By  arrangement  with  the  Education  Committee,  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  five  years  of  age  can 
receive  dental  treatment  by  the  School  Dental  Staff  at  the  School 
Dental  Clinic.  During  the  year  dental  care  was  provided  as 
follows 


Examined 

Treated 

Fill- 

ings 

Extract 

-ions 

General 

Anaesthetics 

Dentures 

provided 

Expectant 
& Nursing 
Mothers 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

Children 

under  5 

94 

74 

10 

141 

78 

- 

DAY  NURSERIES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  during  the  year. 


Name  of 
Nursery 

Capacity 

No. on  register  at 
End  of  the  year 

Average  daily 
attendances 
during  the  year 

0-2 

2-5 

0-2 

2-5 

Cavendish  Road 

25  places 

4 

18 

4 

■■  13 

Old  Chester  Road 

25  places 

6 

14 

4 

7 

NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRATION  - PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  - SECTION  187 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  three  Nursing  Homes 
registered  in  the  Borough. 

All  Nursing  Homes  are  inspected  periodically  by  Medical 
Officers  of  the  Health  Department, 

NURSERIES  AND  CHILD  MINDERS  REGULATION  ACT,  1948. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  2 people  were  registered  under  this 
Act.  A member  of  the  medical  staff  visits  their  addresses 
regularly . 

CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS . 


During  the  year  231  premature  babies  were  born.  30  were 
still-born  and  201  born  alive.  180  were  born  in  hospital,  and 
51  at  home,  11  of  the  babies  born  at  home  were  transferred  to 
the  Premature  Baby  Unit  for  nursing.  All  premature  infants  are 
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the  subject  of  particular  attention  by  Midwives  and  Health 
Visitors  and  are  included  in  the  ’’At  Risk”  register. 

CONVALESCENT  TREATMENT. 

15  children  under  5 years  of  age  were  recommended  for 
convalescent  treatment  during  the  year. 

VOLUNTARY  AOENCIES  ASSISTED  BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

(a)  St.  Elizabeth's  Convent 

No.  of  attendances  during  the  year 
138  1st  Visits  1291  Re-Visits. 

(b)  Birkenhead  and  District  Mothers*  Welfare  Clinic 

Of  the  886  new  patients  given  advice  at 
the  clinic  during  the  year  353  were 
residents  of  the  Birkenhead  Borough. 


WELFARE  FOODS. 

The  issue  of  welfare  foods  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  continues  from  the  ten  distribution  centres  but  sales  have 
again  decreased. 

Other  authorities  share  this  experience  and  it  seems 
evident  that  more  children  are  being  given  proprietary  milk 
foods  and  vitamin  products. 

. ”AT  RISK”  REGISTER. 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  asked  Health 
Departments  to  keep  a register  of  "at  risk”  babies  born  each  year. 
The  schedule  of  "risk”  groups  prepared  by  Dr.  Sheridan  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  has  been  in  use  by  hospitals  and  General 
Practitioners. 

The  medical  staff  of  hospitals  in  the  town  and  the  General 
Practitioners  have  given  whole-hearted  support  and  a comprehensive 
register  has  been  established.  Consultations  with  a Consultant 
Paediatrician  determined  the  time  these  cases  should  be  reviewed. 
The  register  is  kept  under  regular  review  in  order  to  keep  it  up 
to  date. 

During  the  year  696  cases  were  registered  and  160  were  removed 
after  review  leaving  a total  of  536  at  31st  December,  1963. 

INCIDENCE  OF  CONGENITAL  ABNORMALITIES. 


The  medical  staff  of  hospitals  and  the  General  Practitioners 
have  co-operated  in  the  establishment  of  a register  of  babies 
suffering  from  congenital  abnormalities  by  notification  to  the 
Health  Department. 
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It  was  decided  to  add  to  the  names  supplied  children  over  the 
age  of  one  year  already  known  to  the  Health  Department  so  that 
continuity  with  the  School  Health  Service  would  be  maintained. 

This  register  will  be  kept  under  review  and  alterations  noted 
so  that  a "live”  register  is  maintained.  At  31st  December,  1963 
there  were  52  on  the  register. 


MIDVIFERY  SERVICE 


NUMBER  OF  MIDVIVES. 


During  the  year,  56  Midwives  gave  notice  of  their  intention 
to  practise  in  the  Borough 

Municipal  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Private  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Midwives  in  Hospitals 

and  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Midwives  in  Nursing  Homes  ...  ..;  ...  ... 

56 


SUPERVISION. 

The  Non-Medical  Supervisor,  Miss  Pringle,  has  carried  out  the 
following  work  during  the  year 


Inspection  of  Midwives: 


Visits  to  Midwives'  homes  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

36 

Office  Interviews  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

. . . 

575 

ipil  Midwives: 

Office  Interviews  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

182 

Supervision  of  nursings  ... 

• # • 

• • • 

• • • 

200 

Supervision  of  deliveries  ••• 

• • • 

• • • 

. . • 

12 

Lecture  Sessions  ••• 

scellaneous  Visits: 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 0 

89 

Cases  requiring  medical  aid  .. 

• • # 

• • • 

0 0 0 

51 

Cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

1 

Cases  of  s'till  birth  ... 

• # • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

3 

Expectant  mothers  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• 0 0 

15 

Visits  to  Ante-Natal  Clinics  .. 

• • • 

0 0 0 

32 

Visits  to  Relaxation  Clinics  .. 

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

12 

In  addition,  the  Midwife  who  assists  the  Non-Medical 
Supervisor  in  the  administration  of  the  service  carried  out  the 
following  (in  addition  to  her  normal  duties  as  Midwife);- 
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Visits  : 


Cases  requiring  medical  aid 
Expectant  mothers 

Attendances  at  Ante-Natal  Clinics 
Attendances  at  Relaxation  Clinics 


39 

187 

132 


**  This  figure  includes  attendances  by  other  Midwives. 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  ATTENDED  BY  MID¥IVES  - 947 

The  number  was  947  of  which  797  were  attended  by  Midwives  alone, 
(in  1962  there  were  886  cases  of  which  734  were  attended  by 
Midwives  alone). 


CASES  REQUIRING  MEDICAL  AID. 

243  cases  were  notified  by  Municipal  Midwives  in  which 
medical  aid  hadl  been  called,  as  compared  with  164  in  1962. 

NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  FROM  MIDVIVES; 


Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Liability  to  be  a source  of  infection  ... 
Laying  out  of  a dead  body  ...  ...  . . . 

Baby  Deaths  

MUNICIPAL  MIDVIVES; 


• • • 


7 

1 

2 

2 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  Municipal 
Midwives  during  the  year 


1963 

1962 

No.  of  bookings 

1155 

1146 

No.  of  births  attended 

(a)  Doctor  present 

(b)  Doctor  not  present 

150) 

797) 

947 

152) 

734) 

886 

Administration  of  gas  and  air 

analgesia 

685 

611 

Administration  of  pethidine 

610 

605 

Total  visits  paid  to  patients 

27397 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM . 


No  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

ADMISSIONS  TO  HOSPITAL  ON  SOCIAL  GROUNDS. 

All  cases  where  requests  are  made  for  hospital  delivery  are 
ansessed  according  to  medical  and  obstetrical  needs.  The  patient 
IS  visited  by  the  District  Midwife,  who  is  prepared  to  book  the 
case  provided  the  medical  history  and  the  home  conditions  are 
..at  i sf  ac tory . In  the  cases  of  patients  with  unsatisfactory  medical 
histories  or  difficult  home  conditions,  hospital  delivery  is 
recommended . 
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During  the  year  under  review,  201  reports  have  been  forwarded 
to  hospitals  by  the  Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives.  These 
have  involved  many  visits,  as  in  some  cases  patients  have  been 
visited  three  or  four  times.  Of  the  cases  referred,  60^  yere 
recommended  for  hospital  confinement  and  40^  were  considered 
suitable  for  home  confinement. 

DISTRICT  MIDVIFERY  TRAINING. 

The  arrangements  made  for  Pupil  Midwives  to  take  Part  II 
Midwifery  Training  at  the  Maternity  Hospital  and  to  complete 
their  training  under  the  tutorage  and  supervision  of  the 
Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives  have  continued  most 
satisfactorily, 21  Pupil  Midwives  completed  Part  II  training  and 
passed  the  examination. 

EARLY  DISCHAROES  FROM  HOSPITAL. 


Owing  to  the  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  Hospital  beds 
for  midwifery,  and  the  tendency  for  an  increased  demand  on  those 
beds,  the  number  of  mothers  who  were  discharged  before  the 
10th  day  has  increased.  This  has  involved  a considerable  number 
of  extra  visits  which  have  been  paid  by  the  District  Midwives 
and  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  by  one  part  time  Midwife. 

During  the  year  795  patients  were  discharged  before  the 
10th  day  and  of  this  number  30^  were  discharged  within  48  hours 
of  delivery. 

I ESTABLISHMENT. 

I 

During  the  year  one  Midwife  reached  retiring  age  and  was 
replaced  but  it  was  once  again  necessary  to  second  a member  of  the 
Home  Nursing  Staff  who  is  a qualified  Midwife.  Toward  the  end 
of  the  year  two  midwives  were  appointed,  both  of  whom  had  completed 
their  Part  II  training  in  Birkenhead, 


ANTE-NATAL  RELAXATION  EXERCISES. 

DETAILS  (Figures  for  1962  in  brackets) 


Clinic 

Sessions 

(1962) 

Patients 

(1962) 

Attendances 

(1962) 

North 

47 

(47) 

178 

(152) 

1355 

( 986) 

South 

47 

(47) 

115 

(158) 

953 

(1086) 

Total : 

94 

(94) 

293 

(310) 

2308 

(2072) 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 

Once-weekly  Clinics  were  held  by  the  Midwives  at  North, 
South,  Central  and  Upton  Clinics  on  199  occasions,  the  number  of 
patients  dealt  with  being  1234  and  the  total  attendances  made 
being  4916  (1101  and  3992  respectively  in  1962), 

The  sessions  at  St,  Mary’s  Parish  Hall,  Upton  commenced 
in  February  1963  and  are  helping  to  meet  the  need  in  the  area. 
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Attendances  at 

Clinics 

(figures  for 

1962  in 

brackets ) 

• 

Clinic 

No.  of 
Sessions 

No.  of 

Cases 

Attendances 

Central 

52 

(52) 

346 

(468) 

1582 

(1810) 

North 

50 

(51) 

252 

(249) 

1032 

( 918) 

South 

51 

(51)  . 

426 

(384) 

1531 

(1264) 

Upton 

46 

- 

210 

- 

771 

- 

CARE  OF  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN. 


As  will  be  seen  from  a study  of  statistics  quoted  earlier  in 
the  report,  there  were  181  illegitimate  births  during  1963  - an 
increase  of  37  or  approximately  26  per  cent  as  compared  with  1962. 

This  is  a serious  social  problem.  There  have  heen  fewer 
applications  from  expectant  unmarried  mothers  for  admission  to 
mother  and  baby  homes.  It  would  appear  that  the  confinements 
have  been  arranged  locally,  either  in  hospital  or  at  home.  Very 
often  it  is  only  on  routine  visiting  by  the  Health  Visitor  that 
the  presence  of  an  illegitimate  child  is  apparent.  An  increase 
in  the  demand  for  Day  Nursery  accommodation  has  been  noticed  but 
it  is  obvious  that  many  illegitimate  children  are  being  cared  for 
in  the  family. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  there  is  a lack  of  care  and 
attention  for  these  children.  It  would  appear  that  there  is  a 
change  of  public  and  family  attitude  towards  illegitimacy,  which 
seems  no  longer  to  be  a matter  of  family  shame  which  has  to  be 
surrounded  by  a veil  of  secrecy. 
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HEALTH  VISITIN  G 


STAFF. 

During  the  year  tvo  Health  Visitors  retired  and  one  left  to 
join  the  staff  of  S.S.A.F.A.  in  Germany. 

The  two  Student  Health  Visitors  were  both  successful  in  the 
examinations  for  the  Health  Visitors  Certificate  and  commenced 
work  as  Health  Visitors  in  August, 

Two  Student  Health  Visitors  commenced  the  course  of 
training  in  September, 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  one  vacancy  in  the 
establishment, 

ASSOCIATION  WITH  HOSPITALS. 

The  link  with  the  paediatric  department  of  St.  Catherine’s 
Hospital  and  the  Children’s  Hospital,  feirkenhead,  has  continued. 
The  regular  visits  of  Health  Visitors  to  Out-Patients’ 

Departments  and  wards  provides  the  two-way  flow  of  information 
desirable  to  both  paediatrician  and  Local  Health  Authority. 

The  co-operation  with  the  Geriatric  Unit  at  St.  Catherine’s 
Hospital  has  continued  and  680  home  visits  were  paid  to  aged 
persons.  This  is  of  great  assistance  as  the  problems  of  the  aged 
are  becoming  increasingly  important. 

PHENYLKETONLTRIA  TESTING. 

This  has  continued  as  in  previous  years  and  2563  infants 
were  tested  during  the  year,  with  negative  results. 

SCREEN  TESTING  FOR  DEAFNESS . 


The  screen  testing  of  infants  and  young  children  ”at  risk" 
has  continued,  405  children  were  tested,  of  whom  16  were  retested. 
One  child  proved  to  be  deaf  and  is  now  registered  as  such. 

PROBLEM  FAMILIES. 


This  group  continues  to  occupy  a great  deal  of  health 
visiting  time.  There  has  been  the  customary  exchange  of 
information  with  the  N.S.P.C.C.,  Welfare  Department,  Children’s 
Department  and  Mental  Welfare  Officers  about  these  problem 
families,  with  case  conferences  when  necessary, 

CO-OPERATION  WITH  GENERAL  PRACTITIONERS. 


No  arrangements  have  been  made  for  Health  Visitors  to  work  in 
conjunction  with  a particular  general  practitioner  or  group  of 
general  practitioners.  During  the  year  general  practitioners, 
however,  have  occasionally  asked  for  a Health  Visitor  to  visit 
their  patients  to  give  advice  or  assistance.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  practice  will  grow. 
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VISITS  TO  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 


During  the  year,  Health  Visitors  paid  97  first  visits  and 
939  re-visits. 

STATISTICS  OF  ¥QRK  CARRIED  OUT  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

2891  first  visits  were  paid  to  infants  under  one  year. 
14939  subsequent  visits  ” " " ” " •’ 

22396  routine  visits  were  paid  to  infants  between  one  and 
five  years  of  age, 

1615  first  visits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers, 

775  re-visits  were  paid  to  " ” 

1226  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  miscellaneous 
matters . 

7119  visits  were  paid  in  which  no  access  was  obtained, 

680  visits  were  paid  to  aged. 

CLINIC  DUTIES  AND  ATTENDANCES. 


Infant  Welfare  1599 

Medical  Examinations  ,.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  10 

Ante-natal  Relaxation  179 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  2 

Mothercraft  (St.  Catherine’s  Hospital)  49 

Hearing  Screening  (under  5 years)  ...  ...  ...  122 

Hospital  Attendances:  Geriatric  Clinic  ...  ...  33 

Paediatric  Clinic  ...  ...  70 


HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 


A considerable  increase  in  the  work  of  the  Home  Nursing 
Service  has  been  experienced.  The  increase  is  mainly  due  to  a 
marked  increase  in  the  number  of  visits  paid  to  the  age  group 
65  years  and  over.  The  loan  service  continues  to  be  well  used. 

There  have  been  continual  changes  in  the  staff  but  in  spite 
of  these  the  service  has  been  well  maintained. 

The  usual  Christmas  comforts  and  coal  were  distributed  to 
over  one  hundred  old  persons  in  need.  Voluntary  contributions 
and  efforts  of  the  staff  made  possible  this  excellent  achievement. 


STATISTICS 


Cases  brought  forward  from  1962: 

440 

(1962) 

429 

New  Cases  dealt  with  during  1963: 

1384 

1287 

1824 

1716 
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CLASSIFICATION 

OF  CASES  AND 

VISITS 

PAID 

Cases 

Vi  sits 

1963 

(1962) 

1963 

(1962) 

Medical 

1511 

1019 

3901  5 

33181 

Surgical 

244 

191 

8158 

4803 

Infectious  Diseases  - 

- 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis 

40 

33 

2422 

2098 

Maternal 

Complications 

29 

44 

228 

355 

1824 

1287 

49823 

40437 

Number  of  visits 
over  65 

paid  to 

patients 

1963 

33535 

(1962) 

26774 

Number  of  patients  under 
first  visit 

5 at 

28 

20 

Number  of  visits 
under  5 ’ s 

paid  to 

222 

323 

VISITS  BY  SUPERINTENDENT 


1963 

(1962) 

Supervisory 

180 

322 

Nursing  ) 

Casual  ) 

* 515 

226 

— 

— 

695 

548 

* (¥ith  Assistance  of  Miss  Goldsmith  and  Mrs.  Trimble), 


28 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


The  following  is  the  programme  of  immunisation  practised  in 
the  Health  Department 


Age 

Vacc ine 

Interval 

6 

- 8 months 

Oral  Poliomyelitis 

1st)  4 weeks 

2nd) 

3rd) 

9 

- 1 2 months 

Triple  Vaccine  (Diphtheria, 

1st)  4-6  weeks 

Tetanus  & Whooping  Cough) 

2nd) 

12 

-18  months 

Vaccination  against 

Smallpox 

18 

- 21  months 

Triple  Vaccine 

3rd 

School  Entry 

Diphtheria, Tetanus, 

4th 

Booster  Poliomyelitis 

(Parents  to  be  approached 
at  Medical  Examination 
of  Entrants) 

9-12  years  Diphtheria  Tetanus  Booster 

1 2 years  B.C .0. 

Various  efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  increase 
the  numbers  of  immunised  children.  Consent  forms  have  been  sent 
to  all  the  Junior  schools  so  that  parents  who  so  desire  may  have 
their  children  protected  against  diphtheria,  tetanus  and 
poliomyelitis.  Letters  were  sent  to  all  the  parents  of  the 
5 year  olds  so  that  they  could  give  their  consent  to  their 
children  receiving  booster  injections  upon  entry  into  school, 

A staff  meeting  was  held  to  enable  discussion  to  take 
place  with  a view  to  increasing  the  present  percentages  of 
children  accepting  offers  of  immunisations  and  vaccinations. 
Particular  concern  was  expressed  regarding  the  small  number  of 
infants  who  were  being  immunised  and  it  was  decided  that  when 
a baby  reached  the  age  of  6 months  the  parents  should  be 
contacted.  Consent  forms  have  been  printed  outlining  the 
Health  Department’s  immunisation  programme  and  instructing 
parents  to  take  their  babies  to  their  own  general  practitioner 
or  to  the  infant  welfare  clinic.  This  scheme  is  to  start  on 
1st  January,  1964  and  the  forms  will  be  posted  to  each  parent 
just  before  their  child  is  6 months  old. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

It  is  estimated  that  53^  of  children  under  five  years  and 
79.6^  of  the  school  population  have  been  immunised. 


IMMUNISATIONS  IN  1963. 

Reinforcing 

Primary 

Inj  ect ions 

0 - 4 years 

1246 

424 

5 - 9 years 

300 

580 

10  - 14  years 

14 

71 

15  years  and  over 

6 

3 

1 566 

1078 

Medical 

Genera  1 

Officers 

Practitioners 

Immunisation  against 


Diphtheria 

32 

10 

Reinforcing  Injections 
against  Diphtheria 

85 

20 

Combined  Vhooping  Cough  and 
Diphtheria  Immunisation 

1 

5 

Combined  Vhooping  Cough  and 
Diphtheria  Immunisation 
(Reinforcing  Injection) 

5 

Triple  Antigen 

501 

745 

Triple  Antigen 
(Reinforcing  Injection) 

347 

194 

Immunisation  against 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 

271 

1 

Immunisation  against 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 
(Reinforcing  Injection) 

420 

7 

30 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  WHOOPING  COUGH. 


Infant  Welfare  G.P.'s 

Centres 


0 - 

1 

years 

48 

169 

1 - 

2 

years 

374 

443 

2 

3 

years 

62 

78 

3 - 

4 

years 

9 

16 

4 - 

5 

years 

5 

8 

5 - 

6 

years 

1 

17 

499 

731 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX. 

By  Medical  Officers  at  Infant  Welfare  Centre  111 

By  General  Practitioners  661 

772 


Age  at  Date  of 
Vaccination 

0 —1 
years 

1 - 2 
years 

2-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

15  years 
and  over 

Total 

Number 

Vaccinated 

219 

72 

63 

31 

59 

444 

Number 

Re-Vaccinated 

- 

- 

17 

69 

242 

328 

As  from  1st  July,  1963, this  Authority  ceased  to  hold  smallpox 
vaccination  records  for  persons  over  15  years  of  age;  the  figures 
for  future  returns  will,  therefore,  only  show  the  numbers  of 
school  children  and  children  under  5 years  who  have  been  vaccinated. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS. 

During  1963  the  following  injections  were  given 


Health 

Dept. 

General 

Practitioners 

Total 

1st  and  2nd  Injections 

-112 

112 

3rd  Injections 

1 

125 

126 

4th  Injections 

1 

150 

151 

31 


ORAL  POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINE 


Health 

Dept, 

General 

Practitioners 

Total 

3 Oral  (Primary  Course) 

1196 

681 

1877 

3rd  Oral  (after  2 injections) 

56 

226 

282 

4th  Oral  (after  3 injections) 

1075 

928 

2003 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  TETANUS 


During  1963  tetanus  immunisations  were  commenced  in  the 
Infant  and  Junior  Schools. 


Primary 

Reinforcing 
In j ect ions 

0 - 4 years 

37 

20 

5 - 9 years 

634 

44 

10  - 14  years 

67 

7 

1 5 years  and  over 

2 

1 

740 

72 

30 


IMMUNISATION  AGrAINST  WHOOPING  COUGH. 


Infant  Welfare 
Centres 

G.P. »s 

0 

- 1 

years 

48 

169 

1 

- 2 

years 

374 

443 

2 

- 3 

years 

62 

78 

3 

- 4 

years 

9 

16 

4 

- 5 

years 

5 

8 

5 

- 6 

years 

1 

17 

499 

731 

VACCINATION  AQAINST  SMALLPOX. 

By  Medical  Officers  at  Infant  Welfare  Centre  111 

By  General  Practitioners  661 

772 


Age  at  Date  of 

0 —1 

1 - 2 

2-4 

5-14 

15  years 

Total 

Vaccination 

years 

years 

years 

years 

and  over 

Number  Vaccinated 

219 

72 

63 

31 

59 

444 

Number  Re-Vaccinated 

- 

- 

17 

69 

242 

328 

As  from  1st  July,  1963, this  Authority  ceased  to  hold  smallpox 
vaccination  records  for  persons  over  15  years  of  age;  the  figures 
for  future  returns  will,  therefore,  only  show  the  numbers  of 
school  children  and  children  under  5 years  who  have  been  vaccinated, 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS. 

During  1963  the  following  injections  were  given 


Health 

Dept. 

General 

Practitioners 

Total 

1st  and  2nd  Injections 

_ 

■112 

112 

3rd  Injections 

1 

125 

126 

4th  Injections 

1 

150 

151 

31 


ORAL  POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINE 


Health 

Dept. 

General 

Practitioners 

Total 

3 Oral  (Primary  Course) 

1196 

681 

1877 

3rd  Oral  (after  2 injections) 

56 

226 

282 

4th  Oral  (after  3 injections) 

1075 

928 

2003 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  TETANUS 


During  1963  tetanus  immunisations  vere  commenced  in  the 
Infant  and  Junior  Schools. 


Primary 

Reinforcing 
Inj  ections 

0 - 

4 

years 

37 

20 

5 - 

9 

years 

634 

44 

10  - 

14 

years 

6'7 

7 

2 1 


740  72 


1 5 years  and  over 
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The  following  tabulated  statement  shows  the  numbers  | 


Age  in  Trs, 
on  31st  Dec. 

of  the 
Corres,  Tr. 

Up 

to 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Under  1 yr. 

25 

18 

9 

-- 

5 

30 

71 

60 

27 

45 

539 

1 year 

683 

551 

548 

714 

588 

712 

1009 

1124 

1020 

981 

564 

2 years 

929 

465 

347 

355 

355 

241 

353 

385 

316 

289 

181 

3 years 

858 

392 

65 

139 

125 

93 

113 

144 

148 

80 

63 

4 years 

81 1 

382 

57 

47 

75 

71 

71 

84 

136 

67 

86 

5 years 

1069 

246 

60 

37 

51 

55 

56 

80 

212 

137 

275 

6 years 

1511 

285 

48 

27 

43 

33 

31 

58 

344 

135 

279 

7 years 

1600 

320 

43 

17 

26 

20 

28 

41 

281 

115 

150 

8 years 

1573 

248 

23 

10 

20 

26 

26 

21 

331 

161 

116 

9 years 

1 

1515 

286 

21 

12 

20 

17 

1 1 

33 

273 

131 

81 

10  years 

1534 

240 

16 

6 

27 

14 

20 

22 

267 

114 

124 

11  years 

1568 

i 292 

16 

11 

17 

8 

13 

33 

221 

105 

90 

12  years 

1206 

298 

7 

1 

10 

5 

14 

7 

62 

57 

71 

13  years 

1062 

198 

15 

1 

5 

7 

6 

7 

13 

23 

123 

14  years 

660 

208 

19 

8 

4 

7 

6 

6 

14 

12 

142 

1 5 years 
and  over 

404 

33' 

24 

22 

8 

15 

14 

14 

11 

19 

16 

Total  each 
year 

17008 

4462 

1318 

1407 

1379 

1354 

1842 

2119 

3676 

2471 

2900 

Re  inf  ore ing 
Inj  ect ions 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

47 

123 

77 

4352 

2368 

2198 

tf 
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nraunised  against  Diphtheria  each  year  since  1942 


?53 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

jl962 

i 

1963 

Total  Immu- 
nised at 

31 st  Dec . 
1963 

535 

637 

626 

524 

510 

69 

148 

325 

j 612 

1 

i 

1 

j 176 

1 

j 

1 

i 219 

1 

^94 

378 

270 

228 

467 

617 

647 

860 

i 

1161 

j 674 

1 839 

Aged  Under 

>61 

251 

245 

294 

130 

201 

217 

331 

270 

1 16 

143 

5 years 

96 

75 

85 

67 

60 

37 

94 

191 

147 

46 

28  I 

i 

5634 

i 

67 

60 

77 

57 

60 

40 

50 

139 

1 23 

27 

17  ! 

! 

1 

36 

176 

243 

232 

194 

49 

47 

112 

96 

27 

33  I 

I 

Aged  ^ 

\ 

49 

236 

359 

244 

141 

93 

43 

115 

1 224 

i 

26  1 

I 219 

5-9 

65 

123 

186 

111 

60 

40 

47 

170 

278 

37 

28  1 

years  j 

1 

98 

77 

89 

74 

35 

35 

26 

160 

208 

51 

14  1 

7989 

57 

44 

34 

61 

27 

25 

16 

91 

194 

91 

6 

18312 

r8 

37 

21 

60 

35 

12 

14 

66 

172 

48 

11 

^6 

19 

7 

25 

18 

15 

8 

26 

199 

1 

28 

2 1 

i 

Aged 

15 

7 

1 

6 

7 

8 

2 

12 

78 

17 

- 

10  - 14 

6 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

8 

1 1 

18 

1 

1 

years 

7 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

14 

12 

1 

- 

10323  y 

2 

6 

8 

9 

3 

4 

- 

36 

52 

15  ! 

j 

1 6 

1 

Aged  15 
& over 
38499 

yrs. 

2 2 

2127 

2256 

1992 

1747 

1245 

1370 

2659 

3844 

1381 

1 566 

Grand  Total 
62445 

1 8 

1715 

1339 

2150 

1344 

746 

355 

2322 

1507 

482 

1078 

23631 
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A M B ULANCE  SERVICE 


I am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Fire  Officer  for  the  following 
report. 

The  Service  strength  was  increased  during  1963,  to  cope 
with  the  reduction  in  hours  now  worked  by  the  personnel  who  are 
on  a 48-hour  working  week  with  a similar  duty  system  to  the  Fire 
Brigade , 

During  the  year  under  review,  the  Ambulance  Service 
responded  to  62,059  calls,  an  increase  of  3,646  upon  the 
preceding  year  and  the  number  of  patients  conveyed  was  up  by 
3,321  to  the  highest  total  to  date  of  60,738.  This  year’s 
mileage  figure  was  200,585,  an  increase  upon  last  year  of 
3,925  miles. 

Transport  was  provided  for  the  emergency  maternity  flying 
squad  on  59  occasions,  a 50^^  increase  on  the  highest  previous 
yearly  total  and  once  again  the  demand  for  transportation 
of  midwives  had  an  upward  trend,  725  journeys  being  made  as 
opposed  to  662  in  1962,  Malicious  false  alarms  continued  with  a 
very  unwelcome  upward  trend  and  reached  a total  of  76,  some  30 
more  than  the  previous  year. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  in  8 years,  the  number  of 
patients  conveyed  in  one  year  has  increased  by  40^  being  nearly 
20,000  more  in  1963,  than  in  1955,  or  to  express  the  statistics 
in  another  manner,  some  427  people  are  conveyed  per  thousand 
head  population. 

Resuscitation  equipment,  sometimes  in  conjunction  with 
the  Fire  Brigade,  was  used  on  60  occasions  whilst  mouth-to- 
mouth  resuscitation  was  successful  on  two  occasions, 

I indicated  last*year  that  there  appeared  to  be  no  ceiling 
in  sight  for  the  amount  of  work  the  Ambulance  Service  will  be 
called  upon  to  perform  and  this  is  borne  out  by  the  all-round 
increases  experienced  during  1963, 

Establishment 


Rank 

Approved 

Actual 

Station  Officers 

1 

1 

Section  Leaders 

4 

4 

Dr ive r /Attendants 

39 

36 

44 

41 

(The  Senior  Driver/Attendant  in  each  shift 
acts  as  Deputy  to  the  Section  Leader  during 
periods  of  annual  leave  and  sickness). 
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Variations 

Resignations : 

Promotion ; 

Appointments : 

Average  Age; 

Average  Length  of  Service; 

Sickness 

Classification 
Due  to  Service 
Not  due  to  Service 
First  Aid  Awards 


3 Driver  Attendants 

1 Driver  Attendant  to 
Section  Leader 

8 Driver  Attendants 

39  years 

10  years,  4 months 

No,  of  Days  Perc ent age 

202  1.3^ 


Thirty-six  members  of  the  Ambulance  Service  received  First 
Aid  Awards  in  examinations  conducted  by  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society. 

The  awards  were  made  up  as  follows 


Year  Awards 

Proficiency  Bar  (4th  year  and  above)  20 

Proficiency  Medal  (3rd  Tear)  4 

Advanced  Certificates  2 

Initial  Certificates  10 


Safe  Driving  Competition  sponsored  by  the  Royal  Society 

for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents. 


Out  of  a total  of  35  entries,  the  following  30  awards  were 
gained 

Bar  to  5-.vear  medal  5~.vear  medal  Diplomas 


14 


2 


14 


Driving 

Nine  attendants  qualified  to  drive  ambulances 
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Routine  training  was  again  given  during  the  year  by  the 
Ambulance  Station  Officer  and  the  Section  Leaders.  This  training 
as  far  as  possible  covered  first  aid,  hospital  liaison,  communic- 
ations and  maintenance  of  vehicles,  but  the  time  available  on  the 
station  for  training  is  very  limited  because  recalling  the  number 
of  calls  made  upon  the  Service  it  is  obvious  that  during  the  day 
peak  periods,  there  is  no  opportunity  whatsoever  of  forming  a 
training  class.  During  evening  periods  when,  of  course,  the 
demand  is  often  less  the  members  on  duty  are  accordingly  reduced 
and  they  have,  in  addition  to  their  operational  work,  to  ensure 
that  the  fleet  is  clean  and  properly  equipped. 

The  Ambulance  Service  Red  Cross  Instructors  again  gave  many 
lectures  to  outside  organisations  and  this  year  there  has  been  a 
particular  demand  for  information  and  instruction  in  the  mouth- 
to-mouth  method  of  resuscitation. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Ambulance  Services  suffer  from  the 
lack  of  organised  central  training  centres.  Police  and  Fire 
Services,  Miners,  Utility  Undertakings  and  Hospital  Services  all 
enjoy  training  facilities  in  varying  degrees  and  for  the  most 
part,  these  services  and  schemes  are  forward  looking  whilst  the 
training  of  ambulance  personnel  is  in  most  cases  a limited 
and  localised  effort  and  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the 
time  is  overdue  when  the  Central  Government  must  pay  particular 
attention  to  the  organising  of  adequate  facilities  for  the 
training  of  ambulance  service  staffs.  It  is  tragic  to  think  that 
one  can  virtually  say  that  during  a whole  year  there  is  not  one 
course  for  which  the  Ambulance  Officer  can  be  nominated,  other 
than  those  occasionally  available  on  the  Uivil  Defence  side, 

I would  hope  to  see  the  day  when  a training  structure  for  the 
Ambulance  Service  is  started  as  with  the  Fire  Service  with  a 
Recruits  Training  Course  at  a Group  Training  Centre  and  continued 
with  courses  in  specialised  subjects  and  for  all  ranks  of 
Officers  at  centralised  training  establishments. 


summar  y of  call  S 


ASSISTANCE  TO  AND  FROM  OTHER  AUTHORITIES 


Calls 


Standbys 


Assistance  to 


Vallasey 

Cheshire 

Others 


41 

29 

21 


113 


Assistance  from 


Vallasey 

Cheshire 

Others 


1 


1 
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AMBULANCES  NOT  REQUIRED. 

Classification  Type  Calls 

Emergency  Refused  conveyance  110 

Removed,  passing  car,  etc.  44 
Transport  not  required  177 


Out-Patients 

Too  ill  to  travel 

71 

Made  own  way 

65 

Appointment  errors 

58 

Wrong  address 

Not  at  home  and  noi 

8 

ready 

141 

Refused  conveyance 

16 

Case  cancelled 

41 

In-Patients 

Too  ill  to  travel 

1 1 

Made  own  way 

Not  at  home  and  not 

19 

ready 

41 

Refused  conveyance 

13 

Case  cancelled 

24 

Malicious  False  Alarms 

Malicious  False  Alarms 

76 

915 


Classif ication 

CLASSIFICATION  OF 

Type 

CALLS 

Calls 

Patients 

Mileage 

Emergency 

Home  Accidents 

747 

759 

3247 

Works  Accidents 

442 

444 

1729 

Street  Accidents 

1425 

1 580 

5386 

Maternity 

1120 

1120 

5843 

Emergency  Illness 

2228 

2228 

9546 

Removals 

Ambulances 

30230 

30942 

107877 

Sitting  Cars 

24144 

23665 

59610 

Special  Services 

Midwives 

• 725 

— 

3786 

Bedding 

2 

- 

- 

Others 

81 

- 

428 

Ambulances  not 
required 

Malicious  False 
Alarms 

76 

260 

Others 

839 

— 

2873 

62059 

60738 

200585 

Special  Services 


A total  of  808  Special  Services  were  attended  and  these 
included  the  conveyance  of  midwives  on  725  occasions. 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVIC  E 


Cases  provided  with  domestic  help  during  the  year 


1963 

(1962) 

Maternity  ...  • , , 

• • • • • • 

64 

( 61) 

Tuberculosis  ... 

• • • • • • 

2 

( 2) 

Chronic  sick,  aged  and 

infirm  ,. 

850 

( 802) 

Others  

» • • • • • 

5 

( 10) 

921 

( 875) 

Number  of  hours  worked 

by  Domestic 

Helps . 

1963 

(1962) 

Chronic  sickj  Aged,  Infirm  and 
Tuberculosis  ..«  ...  ••• 

97094 

(90105) 

Maternity  and  Acute  Illness  . . . 

2038 

( 20571) 

99132 

(921621) 

The  following  table  shows  the  growth  of  the  Domestic  Help 


Service  since 

1948 

Hours  Worked 

Cases 

Vi sits-Organiser 
and  Assistant 

1948 

14626 

112 

N/A 

1949 

21905 

292 

N/A 

1950 

40205 

355 

1386 

1951 

47889 

432 

1376 

1952 

53431 

467 

1745 

1953 

60856 

480 

1894 

1954 

61646 

488 

1784 

1955 

60497 

533 

1347 

1956 

62057 

616 

1486 

1957 

63290 

611 

1457 

1958 

71329 

618 

1185  * 

1959 

72059 

663 

1055  * 

1960 

82686 

726 

1684 

1961 

88899 

786 

1863 

1962 

92162 

875 

1677  * 

1963 

99132 

921 

1708 

* 

Figure  down  due  to 

staff 

changes . 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 
CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE  COMMITTEE. 

The  constitution  of  the  Committee  remains  unchanged. 
Examination  of  contacts  is  carried  out  by  Dr.  D.H,  Merrin, 
Assistant  Chest  Physician,  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  42  Hamilton 
Square,  Birkenhead,  where  the  Tuberculosis  Almoner  also  has  her 
office. 

Nursing  equipment,  paper  handkerchiefs,  destructible  paper 
cups  and  free  milk  are  supplied  where  required. 

The  Almoner  made  2,014  Home  and  Hospital  visits  during  the 
year  and  held  958  office  interviews. 

60  cases  were  referred  to  the  National  Assistance  Board  for 
financial  help  and  220  cases  were  referred  to  the  John  Lloyd 
Corkhill  Trust  and  other  organisations, 

13  families  were  referred  for  rehousing,  of  which  cases  6 
were  rehoused. 

Convalescence  was  arranged  for  20  patients,  the  cost  in 
each  case  was  met  by 'the  John  Lloyd  Corkhill  Trust, 

HEALTH  VISITING. 

The  Health  Visitors  visit  regularly  all  cases  of 
tuberculosis  occurring  inside  the  Borough  which  have  been 
notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  advising  as  to  home 
nursing  methods  and  prevention  of  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

On  the  initial  visit,  details  of  contacts  are  obtained  and, 
together  with  details  of  family  and  home  conditions,  are  reported 
to  the  Chest  Physicians  for  their  information. 

OCCUPATIONAL  THERAPY, 

14  patients  attended  the  Class  for  Outpatients  held  at 

St.  James  Hospital  on  Thursday  afternoons  and  16  patients  attended 
daily  at  the  Anne  Glassey  Workshop,  Wallasey,  for  occupational 
therapy. 

Home  Tuition  was  given  for  one  session  each  week  by  the 
part-time  Handicraft  Teacher,  who  also  gave  individual  teaching 
on  the  wards  at  St.  James  Hospital  for  two  sessions  each  week. 

Handicraft  materials  were  supplied  to  patients  at  home  and 
in  hospital, 

REHABILITATION. 

As  stated  above,  16  patients  attended  the  Anne  Glassey 
Workshop  for  occupational  therapy  and  14  patients  attended  the 
weekly  class  at  St.  James  Hospital,  A total  of  8 patients  moved 
on  to  outside  employment,  4 from  the  Workshop  and  4 from  the 
weekly  class. 
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4 patients  were  accepted  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  for 
training,  1 was  placed  at  the  Anne  Glassey  Workshop,  1 at  the 
Derwen  Cripples  Training  College  and  2 at  Ministry  of  Labour 
Training  Centres. 

SHELTERED  EMPLOYMENT. 

4 patients,  considered  to  be  permanently  unfit  for  outside 
employment,  were  employed  by  the  Anne  Glassey  Workshop  on  a 
full-time  basis. 

EXAMINATION  OF  CONTACTS. 

During  the  year  500  children  and  263  adults  attended  for 
contact  examination  either  by  skin  test  or  X-ray. 

Of  the  above  contacts  who  were  examined,  2 adults  and  4 
children  were  found  to  have  active  tuberculosis,  7 children  were 
found  to  have  had  primary  infections  and  2 adults  had  healed 
tuberculosis  lesions. 

The  ratio  of  contacts  per  notified  case  was  11.058. 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION. 

Of  the  500  children  who  were  examined,  495  were  mantoux 
tested ;of  these  64  were  mantoux  positive  and  were  sent  for  X-ray 
examination.  As  stated  above,  4 of  these  children  were  found  to 
have  active  tuberculosis  and  7 to  have  had  primary  lesions.  Of 
the  remaining  431  children  who  were  mantoux  negative,  395 
received  B.C.G.  Vaccination,  330  at  the  Chest  Clinic  and  65  at 
other  hospitals. 

53  student  nurses  attended  for  mantoux  testsj  42  were  found 
to  have  a positive  mantoux,  11  were  negative  and  received  B.C.G, 
Vaccination. 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION  - SCHOOL  CHILDREN 
(By  Medical  Officer  of  Health's  Department) 


Parents 

Not  if i ed 

Mantoux  Test 

Given  B.C.G. 
Vaccination 

Children 

Tested 

Positive 

Negative 

4,944 

2,838 

421 

2,417 

2,403 
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B.C.G.  vaccination  vas  offered  to  1 3”year  old  school  children, 
in  addition  to  the  14~year  olds, during  1963, 

Children  found  to  be  positive  following  Mantoux  testing  are 
sent  for  X-ray  examination  at  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit.  Certain 
cases  are  referred  to  the  Chest  Physician,  Children  who  have 
been  vaccinated  are  sent  for  an  X-ray  of  chest  in  12  months  time. 


SKIN  TESTING  - SCHOOL  CHILDREN 


A scheme  was  commenced  during  the  year  to  skin  test 
all  children  upon  their  entry  into  Infant  school. 


Parents 

Notified 

Mantoux  Test 

Children 

Tested 

Positive 

Negative 

1 ,025 

662 

53 

609 

The  children  who  were  strongly  positive  were  referred  to 
the  Chest  Physician. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH SERVICE 

Statistics 

MENTAL  ILLNESS. 

Cases  referred  to  Mental  ¥elfare  Department  ; - 

By  General  Practitioners  271 

By  Police  (including  Courts)  54 

By  others  (General  Hospitals,  National 
Assistance  Board,  Welfare  Departments  etc.)  299 

By  Psychiatric  Hospitals  150 

By  Psychiatric  Out-Patients  Departments  106 

880 

Admissions  to  Hospital  (Arranged  by  Mental  Welfare 
Departments ) • 

Under  Mental  Health  Act  1959: 

Informal  admissions  (Section  5)  277 

Urgency  applications  (Section  29)  217 

Observation  (Section  25)  38 

Treatment  (Section  26)  3l 

Under  Criminal  Justice  Act  ^ 

564 

MENTAL  SUBNORMALITY. 

Cases  referred  to  Mental  Welfare  Department  - 

From  Education  Committee  1 5 

From  other  sources  (Police,  National 
Assistance  Board,  Welfare  Department,  etc.)  7 

Transfers  from  other  Local  Authorities  1 

From  Hospitals  (Discharges)  1 

From  Hospitals  (Licence)  2 

26 

Admissions  to  Hospitals  - 

Informal  admissions  (Section  5)  5 

Court  Orders  (Section  60)  2 

Court  Order  (Restriction  on  discharge  - 

Section  65)  1 

“8 


Short-Term  Care  Admissions 
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To  Hospitals  21 

To  other  establishments  6 

27 

Outward  transfers  1 

Deaths  1 

Waiting  List  of  Patients  requiring  hospital  care  - 

Urgent  1 0 

Less  urgent  19 

Appeals  to  Mental  Health  Tribunals  1 

Junior  Training  Centre  - 

No.  on  Register  at  31.12.63  Male  30 

Female  21 

Total  52_ 

Average  daily  attendance  32 

Position  as  at  31.12.63.  - 

Number  in  Hospital  208 

” under  Guardianship  2 

" " Home  Supervision  275 

” on  Register  485 
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I The  work  of  this  section  of  the  Health  Department  continues  to 
iincrease,  no  fewer  than  880  cases  being  referred  to  the  section 
during  the  year  in  comparison  with  685  in  1962. 

Informal  admissions  arranged  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers 
increased  while  urgen-cy  applications  showed  a welcome  decrease. 

Co-operation  between  the  Consultant  Psychiatrists  at  the 
various  Hospitals  and  the  Mental  Welfare  Staff  continues  very 
happily. 

Short-stay  care  for  the  mentally  subnormal  has  been  in  demand 
by  parents  and  exceeds  the  available  bed  accommodation. 

Unfortunately  the  waiting  list  for  long-term  care  has 
increased.  There  is  a shortage  of  beds  in  hospitals  for  the  cases 
which  are  most  urgent. 

It  is  hoped  during  1964  that  the  Adult  Training  Centre  in 
Wallasey  will  be  in  operation  and  this  may  ease  difficult  situations 
in  the  households  of  many  adult  subnormals. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Duties  under  this  Act  have  been  assigned  to  the  Welfare 
Committee  of  the  Council. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  in  administrative  control  of 
the  Welfare  Department,  the  staff  of  which  is  housed  in  the 
Health  Department  offices. 

There  is  the  utmost  co-operation  between  the  staffs  and 
useful  information  about  handicapped  persons  or  the  aged  and 
infirm  is  exchanged  between  the  Welfare  Department  and  Health 
Visitors,  Public  Health  Inspectors,  Mental  Welfare  Officers,  and 
the  Domestic  Help  Organiser. 

During  the  year,  one  case  required  to  be  dealt  with  under 
Section  47  of  the  Act.  Several  other  cases  were  visited,  but  in 
each,  it  was  eventually  found  possible  to  take  alternative  action, 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

Indoor  swimming  baths  are  provided  in  the  Borough  at  Byrne  ’ 

Avenue  and  Livingstone  Street  Baths.  There  are  two  swimming 
pools  at  each  of  these  premises,  and  while  all  pools  are  open  during  j 
the  summer  months,  one  pool  at  each  establishment  is  closed  during  ; 
the  winter  months  for  conversion  into  a Public  Hall.  • 

Until  December  1959,  the  swimming  bath  water  at  Byrne  Avenue 
and  Livingstone  Street  Baths  was  obtained  by  pumping  salt 
water  from  the  River  Mersey.  This  practice  continues  in  respect 
of  Livingstone  Street  Baths,  but  at  Byrne  Avenue  the  supply  is  now 
taken  from  the  town's  main;  pure  dried  vacuum  salt  is  added  to 
provide  reconstituted  salt  water. 

The  swimming  pool  water  is  constantly  changed  by  a continuous 
circulation  system,  during  which  it  is  chemically  treated,  filtered,  ? 
heated,  aerated,  and  sterilised  by  a marginal  chlorination  process,  i 
The  water  in  the  Baths  is  changed  routinely  every  six  months,  but 
additional  water  is  added  at  intervals  for  "make-up”  purposes  to 
replace  losses. 

Periodic  bacteriological  examinations  are  made  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service.  Daily  tests  are  carried  out  by  the 
Baths  Department  Staff  to  ensure  satisfactory  alkalinity  and 
chlorine  factors. 

SEWERAGE 

The  Borough  is  adequately  sewered  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  area  on  the  Western  fringe. 

This  area,  together  with  adjacent  areas  in  Wallasey  County 
Borough,  Hoylake  Urban  District  Council  and  Wirral  Urban  District 
Council,  has  been  the  subject  of  a combined  scheme  for  improvement 
of  the  outfall  which  has  received  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government.  Questions  have  arisen  about  the 
implementation  of  the  scheme,  which  have  not  yet  been  resolved. 

The  sewerage  from  the  Borough  is  discharged  untreated  into  ^ 

ilie  River  Mersey. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


As  forecast  in  last  year’s  report,  the  regrouping  of  all  the 
water  authorities  for  the  Wirral  Area  into  a single  board  has 
been  accomplished  and  came  into  existence  on  the  1st  October, 
1963,  the  name  of  the  new  board  being  ’’Virral  Water  Board".  I 
am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Manager  for  the  following  report 
upon  the  Water  Supplies  in  the  Borough. 


Whilst  variations  may  take  place  in  the  source  of  supplies 
to  the  Borough,  due  to  rationalisation  of  the  distribution  system 
of  the  new  Board,  it  is  not  anticipated  that  any  changes  will  be 
made  immediately. 


The  supply  to  the  Borough  is  therefore  unchanged  from 
previous  years  and  is  in  the  main  a mixture  of  impounded  water 
from  Alwen  Reservoir  in  North  Wales  and  river  water  abstracted 
from  the  River  Dee  at  Chester  together  with  a small  amount  of 
underground  water  taken  from  the  Wells  at  Spring  Hill  and 
Flaybrick  which  are  situated  within  the  Borough. 


The  supply  to  the  Borough  may  be  described  as  moderately 
soft  though  slight  variations  do  occur  according  to  the 
conditions  of  the  raw  River  Dee  wat-er  abstracted  and  dependent 
upon  the  use  of  the  well  supplies.  During  the  summer  period  if 
the  river  flow  is  low,  then  there  is  a tendency  for  the  hardness 
of  the  supplies  distributed  to  increase. 


The  Main  Water  Works  laboratory  is  situated  at  Sutton  Hall 
Treatment  Works  near  Capenhurst  and  is  operated  by  a full-time 
Chemist  and  Bacteriologist  and  four  assistants  who  supervise 
the  treatment  processes  and  undertake  regular  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  water  and  the  treated 
water  to  ensure  purity  of  supplies  to  the  consumer. 


The  Board’s  Undertaking  continues  to  be  a source  of  interest 
to  the  public  and  numerous  visits  to  the  various  works  have  been 
arranged  during  the  year. 


The  supply  to  the  statutory  area  has  in  all  cases  been 
satisfactory,  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 


Approximately  some  850  bacteriological  examinations  of 
supplies  to  the  Borough  are  made  annually,  the  majority  of  which 
are  in  respect  of  the  final  treated  water.  The  following 
are  average  results 
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Raw  Water 

Final  Water 

Mixed 

Dee 

Alwen 

Wells 

Dee 

Alwen 

Wells 

Supply 

No,  of  Colonies  on 
Agar  1 day  at  37  C 
per  ml. 

- 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

No.  of  Colonies  on 
Agar  3 days  at  22°  C 
per  ml. 

- 

91 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Presumptive  coli 
present  in 

0.01 

1 .0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Presumptive  coli 
absent  from 

0.01 

- 

100ml 

100ml 

100ml 

100ml 

100ml 

Probable  No,  per 

100  ml. 

6000 

250 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Bact.  Coli  (Type  1) 
present  in 

0.01 

1 .0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Bact.  Coli  (Type  1 ) 
absent  in 

0.001 

0.1 

100ml 

100ml 

100ml 

100ml 

100ml 

Probable  No. 
per  100  ml. 

3500 

50 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Treatment  of  the  Alwen  supply  is  by  pressure  filtration 
followed  by  sterilisation  by  chlorine  and  ammonia. 


Treatment  of  the  Dee  supply  is  by  settlement  in  upward  flow 
sedimentation  tanks  followed  by  rapid  gravity  filtration  and 
super  chlorination. 


Treatment  of  the  ¥ells  supply  - marginal  chlorination  only 
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The  following  is  a specimen  result  of  chemical  analyses. 


Alwen 

! 

Dee 

Mixed 

Alkalinity  (CaCo^) 

18 

92 

31 

Chlorides  (Cl) 

9,1 

22.0 

12.0 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0,076 

0.007 

0.060 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.038 

0.03 

0.015 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

0.0 

1 .2 

0.33 

Oxygen  absorbed  3 hrs,  at  27°C 

2,1 

0.68 

1 .4 

Temporary  hardness 

18 

92 

31 

Permanent  hardness 

16 

22 

17 

Total  hardness 

34 

114 

48 

Total  Solids  (dried  at  180°C) 

66^ 

208 

80 

Calcium  (Ca) 

12,4 

36.0 

16.0 

Magnesium (Mg) 

0.7 

5.7 

1 .9 

Carbonate  (CO^) 

10.8 

55.2 

18.6 

Sulphate  (SO^) 

21  .4 

53.2 

32.5 

Aluminium 

0.6 

0.05 

0.5 

Iron  (Fe) 

0.1 

0.02 

0.1 

Manganese  (Mn) 

0.07 

0.02 

0.05 

Zinc  (Zn) 

Abs , 

Abs , 

Abs  . 

Poisonous  Metals 

Abs . 

Abs , 

Abs , 

Total  Residual  Chlorine 

0.16 

0.05 

Nil 

Fluoride 

Abs . 

Abs . 

Abs. 

The  water  as  put  into  supply  is  not  plumbo  solvent  in  action. 
In  addition  to  the  regular  bacteriological  examinations,  all  new 
mains  being  put  into  operation  are  sterilised  and  similar  action 
is  taken  after  the  cleaning  of  any  tanks  or  service  reservoirs. 

The  estimated  number  of  dwellings  in  the  Borough  is  42,240 
and  population  143,680.  All  properties  are  supplied  direct  from 
the  distributive  system  but  there  are  a number  of  old, houses, 
possibly  some  40  - 50,  which  do  not  have  an  inside  supply  but  are 
each  provided  with  an  outside  ¥,C,  and  a tap  in  the  back  yard. 
These  properties  are  fast  being  demolished. 
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ENrVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 


STAFFING  PROBLEMS. 

In  company  vith  other  industrial  areas,  Birkenhead  is 
suffering  from  a shortage  of  Public  Health  Inspectors,  One 
district  inspector  resigned  during  the  year  to  be  employed  by 
a neighbouring  authority  vhere  conditions  appeared  to  be  more 
attractive.  An  inspector  vho  was  assisting  in  the  establishment 
of  clean  air  zones  vas  transferred  to  the  vacant  district.  Two 
technical  assistants  were  appointed  in  the  latter  half  of  the 
year  to  help  in  the  Smoke  Control  Areas, 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  two  vacancies  for 
qualified  inspectors  for  which  repeated  advertisements  have 
failed  to  produce  any  suitable  applicant.  One  pupil  inspector 
was  appointed,  so  that  there  are  two  pupil  inspectors  in  training. 

An  increase  in  complaints  has  been  noted  during  the  year  - 
3008  as  compared  with  2164  in  1962,  This  resulted  in  an  increase 
of  4487  visits  and  re-visits  in  1963,  as  compared  with  1962. 

The  very  severe  winter  months  of  January  and  February  no  doubt 
contributed  to  this  increase. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  increased  work  lays  a heavy 
burden  on  an  already  depleted  staff  and  it  is  only  by  the  hard 
work  of  the  inspectorate  that  the  work  of  the  department  has  been 
maintained  at  its  present  level.  It  is  idle  to  imagine  that 
every  branch  of  the  work  of  this  section  is  being  adequately 
performed. 

The  very  important  work  of  food  hygiene  as  has  been  reported 
in  previous  years  is  not  unnaturally  suffering  because  of  the 
fact  that  no  Food  Hygiene  Inspector  has  been  available. 

Vith  the  risk  of  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  ever  present  and 
the  present  food  habits  of  the  nation,  it  is  self-evident  that 
some  part  of  the  other  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  will 
have  to  be  sacrificed  to  maintain  the  minimum  of  food  hygiene 
activity . 

Vith  the  increase  in  work  generally,  the  clerical  staff  had 
difficulties  in  keeping  up  with  the  demands.  Changes  and  the 
resultant  slowing  of  the  work  resulted  in  delays  of  up  to  three 
months.  It  is  hoped  that  the  year  to  come  will  see  a more  stable 
clerical  staff  and  no  repetition  of  this  year’s  delays. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  has  supplied  the  following 
statistics  of  the  work  of  his  section  of  the  Health  Department, 

INSPECTION  AND  REPAIR  OF  DVELLING  HOUSES. 

All  repairs  to  houses  have  been  secured  as  a result  of  the 
service  of  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  and  the 
Birkenhead  Corporation  Act,  1954.  No  notices  were  served  under 
Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 
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3,008  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  This  is 
in  addition  to  complaints  made  to  the  inspectors  on  their 
districts , 


No,  of  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Act  etc.  14,153 

No,  of  re-inspections  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  etc,  16,145 

No,  of  informal  notices  served  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  2,486 

No,  of  Statutory  notices  served  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  926 

No,  of  Statutory  notices  served  under  the 
Birkenhead  Corporation  Act,  1954,  Sec,  52  228 

No,  of  Statutory  notices  under  the  Birkenhead 
Corporation  Act,  1954  Sec, 66  Nil 

Average  number  of  notices  outstanding  848 

No,  of  notices  complied  with  during  the  year  2,227 

Number  of  defects  remedied  during  the  year  5,926 

Summary  of  Improvements  effected 

Houses  made  fit  in  all  respects  3 

Roofs  repaired  570 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  76 

Rainwater  gutters  repaired  233 

Downspouts  repaired  140 

Vails  pointed  or  repaired  326 

Lighting  or  ventilation  improved  3 

Windows  repaired  158 

Window  sashcords  renewed  198 

Firegrates  repaired  86 

Hearthstones  repaired  10 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired  184 

Skirting  boards  repaired  40 

Vallplaster  repaired  403 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired  207 

Doors  repaired  277 

Staircases  repaired  21 

Sinks  renewed  25 

Sink  waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired  114 

Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed  2 

Dampness  remedied  248 

Yard  surface  repaired  and  relaid  154 

Yards  drained  10 

Sufficient  water  supply  provided  536 

Drains  constructed,  altered  or  repaired  121 

Drains  cleansed  388 

Water  closets  repaired  848 

Food  stores  provided  7 

Watercourses  or  ditches  cleansed  1 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  removed  11 

Nuisance  from  animals  abated  9 

Land  drains  provided  1 

Rooms  disinfested  239 

Miscellaneous  ^99 
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Legal  proceedings  under  Sec;  94,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 
were  instituted  in  9 cases  where  owners  had  failed  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  abatement  notices. 

Fines  were  inflicted  in  5 cases  totalling  £23.  0.  0. 

No  costs  were  awarded. 

Two  cases  were  withdrawn  as  the  work  was  completed  at 
the  time  of  the  hearing  of  the  summons. 

The  Magistrates  made  nuisance  orders  in  2 cases  where 
the  nuisances  were  still  outstanding  at  the  time  of  the  hearing 
of  the  summonses. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  under  Sec;  95,  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  in  2 cases  where  the  Nuisance  Orders  had  not  been 
complied  with  and  a fine  of  £5.  0.  0.  was  imposed  in  each  case. 

¥ork  done  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners . 


The  Local  Authority  cleansed  obstructed  drains  at  101 
houses  where  owners  failed  to  comply  with  48  hour  notices  under 
the  provisions  of  Sec;  52  of  the  Birkenhead  Corporation  Act,  1954. 

By  agreement  with  or  at  the  request  of  owners,  39 
items  of  repair  of  a general  nature  were  completed  at  10  houses 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 

The  costs  of  the  above  work  (recoverable  from  the 
responsible  persons)  amounted  to  £227.  1.  0.  during  the  year. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1957.  Secs;  17  and  18. 

Dwelling  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

31  houses  or  parts  of  buildings  used  as  dwellings  were 
reported  to  the  Health  Committee  as  being  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  not  capable  of  being  rendered  so  fit  at 
reasonable  expense. 

During  the  year  the  Council  made  the  following  Orders;- 

Demolition  Orders  in  respect  of  14  dwellings. 

Closing  Orders  " ” " 8 *' 

In  addition,  undertakings,  restricting  the  future  use  to 
non-residential  purposes,  were  accepted  in  respect  of  4 houses. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  issued  Certificates  of 
unfitness  in  respect  of  a further  12  properties  owned  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

Offers  to  carry  out  works  intended  to  make  the  premises 
fit  were  accepted  in  respect  of  part  of  a building  subject  to  a 
Closing  Order.  The  works  have  not  yet  been  completed. 
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Demolition  and  Closing  of  Unfit  Dvellings. 

8 unfit  houses,  not  in  Clearance  Areas,  were  demolished 
during  the  year  and,  following  the  re-housing  of  the  occupants, 
27  dwellings  were  closed. 

38  families  comprising  132  persons  were  re-housed  from 
these  dwellings, 

HOUSING  ACT  1957.  Sec;  42. 


Clearance  Areas. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  represented  the  under- 
mentioned areas  and  the  Council  declared  them  to  be  "Clearance 
Areas" . 


Area 

No.  of 
dwellings 

No,  of  1 

families  i 

i 

No.  of 
persons 

Oliver  Place  No,  1 Clearance 

Area 

1963 

151 

! 

1 

i 

197 

592 

»*  tl  M 2 

It 

II 

3 

3 

19 

M U ft  ^ 

M 

II 

1 1 

14 

38 

Sidney  Terrace  Clearance 

Area 

1963 

17 

17 

56 

¥oburn  Place  " 

II 

1963 

59 

61 

196 

Havelock  St.  No.  1 " 

II 

1963 

58 

64 

204 

ti  ft  II  2 " 

II 

1963 

5 

5 

25 

Pleasant  Street  " 

II 

1963 

67 

68 

231 

Walker  Place  No.  1 " 

II 

1963 

68 

75 

21 1 

11  II  If  2 ” 

II 

1963 

7 

11 

47 

Mollington  Street  No, 

1 

II 

1963 

13 

13 

39 

II  11  11 

2 

It 

1963 

12 

12 

54 

471 

540 

1712 

During  the  year 
Government  confirmed 
mentioned  areas  :- 

the 

the 

Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 

Orders  made  in  respect  of  the  under- 

Chapel  Street  Nos: 

1 and 

. 2 Clearance  Areas  1962 

Sidney  Terrace 

Clearance  Area  1963, 
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Veil  maintained  payments  were  awarded  to  3 houses  in  the 
Chapel  Street  Area^  and  4 properties  with  living  accommodation 
and  2 other  buildings  were  transferred  to  Part  III  and 
re-designated  as  "Grey  Land". 

Two  other  business  properties  included  in  the  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order  as  "grey  lands"  were  excluded  from  the  Order, 

Two  well  maintained  payments  were  awarded  in  the  Sidney 
Terrace  Area, 

Slum  Clearance  Programme, 

As  anticipated  in  my  last  report  the  number  of  houses 
included  in  declared  Clearance  Areas  has  increased  considerably 
from  138  in  1962  to  471  this  year. 

It  is  inevitable  that  a period  of  perhaps  12  to  18  months 
elapses  between  the  time  when  an  Area  is  represented,  and  the 
date  on  which  it  is  confirmed  by  the  Minister,  and  re-housing 
can  be  commenced. 

During  this  time  the  conditions  in  the  Area,  already  poor, 
invariably  deteriorate  seriously,  and  unless  sufficient  new 
dwellings  are  available  to  complete  the  re-housing  reasonably 
quickly,  those  tenants  remaining  in  the  partly  cleared 
districts  find  conditions  almost  intolerable. 

If  these  difficulties  and  added  hardships  are  to  be  avoided, 
it  is  essential  that  the  Slum  Clearance  and  Housing  programmes 
proceed  at  an  adequate  and  uniform  fate,  so  that  the  necessary 
co-ordination  can  be  achieved. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  present  rate  can  be 
steadily  maintained  until  the  programme  is  completed. 

RENT  ACT  1957. 

Once  again  I have  to  report  that  little  use  has  been  made 
of  this  Act  during  the  past  year. 

Formal  details  of  the  applications  made  for  the  issue  and 
cancellation  of  certificates  are  set  out  below  :- 

Part  1 - Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 


1 . Number  of  applications  for  certificates  * 9 

2.  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  Nil 

3.  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  9 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  9 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  Nil 

4t  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 

paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  2 

5*  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  the  Local 
Authority  under  the  proviso  to  paragraph  5 

of  the  First  Schedule  Nil 

Number  of  certificates  issued  7 


6 
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Part  2 - Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates. 
7.  Applications  by  landlords  for  cancellation  of 


certificates  of  disrepair  1 

8,  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of 

certificates  None 

9.  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in 

spite  of  objection  by  tenant  Nil 

10.  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  1 


In  addition  4 certificates  as  to  the  remedying  of  defects 
were  issued. 

HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING  ACT,  1959. 

Standard  Grants 


56  applications  for  standard  grants  were  made  during  the 
year.  This  compares  with  97  applications  in  1960,  63  in  1961 
and  37  in  1962, 

52  of  the  56  applications  were  from^ owner  occupiers. 

12  premises  were  surveyed  in  connection  with  applications 
for  discretionary  grants. 

Last  year  the  Minister  of  Housing  issued  Circular  42/62 
urging  Local  Authorities  to  intensify’'  their  efforts  for  the 
improvement  of  houses  by  the  provision  of  modern  amenities  and  to 
make  a systematic  approach  by  dealing  with  an  area  street  by 
street.  As  a result  a compact  area  of  95  houses  was  surveyed. 

30  of  the  houses  were  owner/occupied  and  the  remaining  65  were 
owned  by  14  separate  landlords. 

Only  one  landlord  applied  for  grants  in  respect  of  4 houses. 
In  1 5 houses  there  was  insufficient  space  fora  bathroom  due  to 
the  size  of  the  occupants  family,  14  other  occupiers  could  not 
afford  the  increase  in  rent,  and  14  did  not  wish  to  have  the 
amenities  installed.  Landlords  of  33  houses  refused  to  consider 
improving  their  houses. 

A further  area  is  to  be  surveyed. 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation. 

The  Housing  Act  1961  extended  the  control  a local 
authority  could  exercise  over  this  type  of  accommodation.  During 
the  year  the  Council  decided  these  houses  should  be  improved,  and 
fixed  a minimum  standard  of  amenities  which  would  be  acceptable. 

The  ultimate  aim  is  that  all  families  living  in  these 
houses  should  have  separate  sculleries  with  sinks  and  cookers, 
hot  and  cold  water  supplies,  bathrooms  and  water  closets.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  will  be  achieved  by  co-operation  with  owners. 

Grants  can  be  made  available  to  assist  in  the  conversion 
of  larger  houses  into  flats  but  in  most  cases  vacant  possession 
of  the  premises  will  first  have  to  be  obtained. 
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10  houses  were  reported  on.  In  one  case  the  local 
authority  decided  to  purchase  the  house  and  themselves  carry  out 
improvements.  In  the  other  cases  the  owners  decided  not  to 
re-let  rooms  as  they  became  vacant  and  to  consider  conversion 
into  flats  once  possession  had  been  obtained. 

In  all  cases  the  owners  were  given  a schedule  of 
improvements  and  repairs  which  would  be  required  if  the  present 
number  of  families  remained  in  the  houses. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 


There  was  no  change  in  the  number  of  Common  Lodging  Houses 
during  the  year.  The  six  registered  premises  provide 
accommodation  for  241  men. 

There  are  no  lodging  houses  for  women. 

28  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the  year. 

Most  are  conducted  in  a reasonable  manner  but  one  house  is 
frequented  by  the  rougher  type  of  lodger  and  has  given  rise  to 
some  difficulties.  Constant  attention  must  be  given  to  this 
house  to  ensure  a reasonable  standard  is  maintained. 

Smoke  Abatement 


Once  more  the  main  effort  has  been  in  the  establishment  of 
Smoke  Control  Areas  and  during  July  and  August  the  staff  was 
increased  by  two  Technical  Officers. 

Area  No.  1 ¥oodchurch 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  some  smoke  emissions  were 
observed  coming  from  a few  domestic  chimneys.  Visits  were  made 
to  the  offending  premises  and  the  smoke  was  due  either  to  lighting 
with  wood  or  old  linoleum  or  to  the  use  of  coal.  Thirteen 
warning  letters  were  sent  to  the  occupants  of  the  offending 
premises . 

A supermarket  in  the  centre  of  the  area  was  found  to  be 
selling  pre-packed  coal  and  after  representations  to  the 
Manager  and  a letter  to  the  firm,  the  sales  ceased. 

Area  No.  2 Bidston 


The  Order  for  this  area  came  into  effect  on  the  1st  July 
and,  except  for  minor  details,  the  works  of  adaptation  were 
completed  by  that  date.  Many  of  the  residents  expressed  their 
satisfaction  with  the  new  appliances  and  the  results  obtained 
with  the  smokeless  fuels. 

Area  No.  3 St.  James 


The  Order  for  this  area  was  made  in  February,  confirmed  by 
the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  on  21st  May  and 
has  effect  from  the  1st  July  1964,  The  area  comprises  196  acres, 
1344  Corporation  owned  dwellings,  478  privately  owned  dwellings 
and  85  other  premises.  The  estimated  total  cost  of  adaptations 
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was  £43,606^  of  which  3/l0ths  would  he  home  hy  owners  or 
occupiers,  3/l0ths  by  the  local  authority  and  4/l Oths  by  the 
National  Exchequer, 

The  coal  used  in  the  area  was  estimated  at  7097  tons  of 
which  6277  tons  is  to  be  replaced  by  smokeless  fuel. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  very  little  work  had  been  put  in 

hand. 

Area  No,  4 Claughton 

This  area  comprises  277  acres  and  2709  domestic  premises, 
315  of  which  are  Corporation  owned  and  the  remainder  privately- 
owned,  The  survey  of  the  area  was  carried  out  by  the  newly 
appointed  technical  assistants  and  was  completed  towards  the  end 
of  November, 

The  estimate  of  costs  of  adaptations  and  the  division  of 
costs  between  Government,  Corporation  and  private  owners, 
together  with  present  fuel  consumption  figures  and  future 
estimated  requirements  were  submitted  to  ,the  December  meeting 
of  the  Health  Committee. 

As  already  mentioned  consideration  of  making  a smoke 
control  order  in  this  case  has  been  deferred  for  the  time  being. 

Area  No,  5 Upton 

This  area  comprises  281  acres  and  is  mainly  of  modern 
domestic  properties.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  house  to 
house  survey  was  in  progress. 

Industrial 

Generally  industrial  chimneys  do  not  now  give  much  offence 
and  with  the  emphasis  on  smoke  control  areas,  less  attention 
has  been  given  to  special  observations. 

Number  of  complaints  6 

Number  of  observations  made  31 

Number  of  visits  to  factories  45 

Number  of  other  visits  10 

Number  of  visits  to  ships  4 

Number  of  Smoke  Control  Area  Visits  3836 

The  complaints  were  mdinly  of  a minor  character  and  have 
been  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956, 


Notifications  of  installation  of  furnaces  (Sec:  3) 
Prior  approval  of  new  furnace  installation  (Sec:  3) 
New  chimney  height  approved  (Sec:  10) 

Existing  chimneys  used 
Chimneys  not  approved  but  exempt 


5 

1 

1 


3 

2 
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Railvays 

The  locomotive  depot  at  Bidston  closed  dovn  in  March  and 
this  gives  considerable  improvement  in  this  area.  There  are  a 
fev  more  diesel  locomotives  replacing  coal  fired  steam 
locomotives,  and  there  appears  to  be  some  improvement  in  the 
operation  of  the  coal  fired  steam  locomotives,  but  the  real  cure 
is  their  replacement  by  diesels  or  electric  locomotives. 

Shipping 

Little  attention  can  be  given  to  this  work  but  improvement 
continues  slovly  in  the  replacement  of  the  small  coal  fired 
vessels  by  oil  fired  or  diesel  engined  vessels. 

National  Survey  of  Air  Pollution 

The  four  stations  have  been  in  operation  for  over  two  years 
and  the  filter  papers  and  dreschel  bottles  are  changed  every  day. 

The  amount  of  smoke  present  in  the  air  is  assessed  from  the 
depth  of  the  stain  on  the  filter  paper  by  means  of  an  electric 
ref  lectometer  and  is  given  as  microgrammes  of  smoke  per  cubic  metre 
of  air. 

The  sulphur-dioxide  present  is  absorbed  by  a solution  of 
hydrogen  peroxide  and  by  analysing  this  solution  the  amount  of 
sulphur-  dioxide  can  be  ascertained  and  is  given  as  microgrammes 
per  cubic  metre  of  air. 

This  survey  viil  give  a daily  record  of  the  amount  of  smoke 
and  sulphur-  dioxide  present  in  the  air  in  the  vicinity  of  each 
station,  viz;- 


1 . 

Tranmere  Abattoir 

- 

an  industrial  area 

2. 

Central  Library 

- 

a densely  built  up 
residential  area 

3. 

Water  Tawer, 

_ 

a lightly  built  up 

Hill  Road 

residential  area 

4. 

Woodchurch  Estate 

— 

a clean  air  zone 

This  is  part  of  a National  Survey  and  -will  enable  comparisions 
to  be  made  vith  other  parts  of  the  country  both  industrial,  urban 
and  rural.  The  results  of  a fev  years  observations  vill  also 
show  what  improvement,  if  any,  is  taking  place. 

The  following  graphs  show  the  degree  of  smoke  pollution 
and  concentration  of  sulphur-  dioxide  at  each  of  the  four 
stations  in  the  first  two  years  of  operation.  For  simplicity 
the  daily  readings  have  been  calculated  as  weekly  averages  and 
clearly  show  the  difference  in  intensity  of  smoke  pollution  in 
industrial  and  densely  built  up  residential  areas  as  at  Tranmere 
Abattoir  and  the  Central  .Library  as  compared  with  a sparsely 
built  up  area  around  Hill  Road  Water  Tower  and  the  Voodchurch 
Housing  Estate  which  became  a clean  air  zone  on  the  1st  July. 


WOODCHURCH 

ESTATE 


WATER  TOWER 
HILL  ROAD 


CENTRAL  TRANMERE 

LIBRARY  ABATTOIR 


AVERAGE  WEEKLY  CONCENTRATION 
OF  SULPHUR  PI- OXIDE 


TRANMERE 

ABATTOIR 


WOODCHURCH 

ESTATE 


WATER  TOWER  CENTRAL 

HILL  ROAD  LIBRARY 


AIR  pollution  survey 

AVERAGE  WEEKLY  CONCENTRATION  OF  SMOKF 
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EXTERMINATION  OF  PESTS. 


Rats  and  Mice 

(a)  In  Severs  The  sever  system  vas  treated  twice  during 

the  year.  This  is  in  accordance  with 
instructions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


No,  of  manholes  baited  6279 

No,  of  "partial”  takes  recorded  1092 

No,  of  "complete"  takes  recorded  1826 

No.  of  manholes  "test  baited"  NIL 

(b ) In  surface  premises 

No.  of  premises  inspected  821 

No,  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  with 

rats  or  mice  641 

No,  of  treatments  by  rodent  operator  634 

Total  number  of  visits  by  rodent  operator  2231 

Total  number  of  visits  by  Public  Health 

Inspectors  779 

Insect  Pests 

No,  of  houses  involved  72 

No,  of  rooms  treated  223 

Other  premises  Nil 

Verminous  articles  treated  Nil 

Verminous  persons  cleansed  12 


A nominal  charge  is  made  for  this  work, 

13  occupiers  of  23  premises  retain  the  services  of  the 
rodent  operator  to  make  regular  visits  to  their  premises 
throughout  the  year  to  keep  them  free  from  rats,  mice  and  insect 
pests. 

Disinfection 

2 rooms  in  2 houses  were  disinfected  during  the  year. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  disinfection  of  1 lot  of 
bedding, 

BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  ACT  1881,  Section  90  - PIGr  KEEPING. 

One  new  application  for  permission  to  keep  pigs  was  received. 

There  are  now  25  pig-keepers  in  the  Borough, 

THEATRES,  MUSIC  HALLS  AND  CINEMAS. 

113  visits  were  made  during  the  year.  These  premises  are 
well  conducted  and  defects  speedily  remedied  by  the  proprietors. 
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PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933. 


The  department  is  responsible  for  the  issue 
to  persons,  other  than  pharmacists,  who  sell  by 
poisons  set  out  in  Part  II  of  the  Poisons  List, 
were  being  sold  at  6 premises  which  were  not  on 
register. 


of  licences 
retail  those 
Part  II  poisons 
the  Authority's 


New  licences  issued  during  the  year  25 
Licences  renewed  during  the  year  131 
Change  of  address  Nil 
No,  of  visits  to  shops  311 
Improper  storage  of  poisons  remedied  2 


THE  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT  1951 . 


In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  the 
undermentioned  premises  have  been  included  in  the  Statutory 
Register . 

Premises  licensed  for  the  manufacture  and 
storage  of  Rag  Flock  Nil 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
new  upholstery  3 

12  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  the  undermentioned 
samples  were  submitted  to  the  prescribed  analysts  for  analysis 


Passed  Failed  Total 

Rag  Flock  2 - 2 
Cotton  Felt  1 - 1 
Cotton  Millpuffs  1 - 1 
Hair  Mixture  2 - 2 
Coir  Fibre  1 - 1 
Feathers  and  Down  2 - 2 


9-9 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 


No  applications  for  the  establishment  of  new  trades  were 
received, 

5 visits  of  inspection  were  made, 

NOISE  ABATEMENT, 

16  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  complaints  of  noise. 
None  of  the  complaints  was  of  a serious  nature,  ¥here  the 
nuisances  were  such  as  to  warrant  action  being  taken^ inf ormal 
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approach  to  the  person  causing  the  nuisance  was  sufficient  to 
obtain  a remedy, 

CARAVANS . 

One  caravan  occupied  by  a family  of  4 was  placed  on  a site 
for  several  months  without  the  permission  of  the  local 
authority  having  been  obtained.  Following  representations 
the  occupants  found  permanent  housing  accommodation  and  the  van 
was  removed. 

Nuisance  was  caused  by  two  visits  of  caravans  occupied  by 
persons  of  the  "tinker"  type  who  collect  scrap  iron,  etc.,  and 
then  depart.  They  park  their  vans  on  any  convenient  space. 

They  have  no  water  supply,  drainage  or  means  of  refuse  disposal 
They  usually  leave  after  a few  days  but  by  that  time  the  site  i 
an  eyesore  and  a danger  to  the  health  of  the  neighbourhood, 

SHOPS  ACT  1930. 

687  inspections  and  33  re-inspections  were  made  under  this 

Act . 


Following  the  service  of  notices  the  following 
contraventions  were  remedied 

Reasonable  temperature  not  maintained 
Lighting  provided  or  improved 
Sanitary  conveniences  repaired 
Washing  facilities  provided 
j Provision  for  taking  meals 

j Premises  cleansed 

I THE  BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  ACT  1934. 

Register  of  Barbers  and  Hairdressers. 

New  registrations  during  the  year 
Number  on  register  at  end  of  year 
I Number  of  visits  to  hairdressers  premises 


1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

6 


15 

171 

53 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961, 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


1 . INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 , 2,  3 , 4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

26 

28 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

433 

237 

19 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers* premises) 

32 

49 

1 

Total 

491 

314 

20 

- 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Numb  e r 

Particulars 

of  cases 

Referred 

in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.1 ) 

Overcrowding ( S . 2 ) 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  venti- 
lation (S.4) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Ineffective  drain- 
age of  floors  (S.6) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

20 

19 

_ 

8 

_ ■ 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

2 

2 

_ 

2 

_ 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-work) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

23 

22 

- 

10 

- 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature 

of 

work 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 
by  Sect- 
ion 133 
(l)(c) 

No.  of 
cases 

of 

default 

in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

No. of 
prose- 
cutions 
f or 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 

premises 

1 

Notices 

served 

Pros- 
ecut- 
i ons 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing ) Making 
Apparel)  etc 
)Clean~ 

) ing 
) and 
) Vash- 
) ing 

6 

TOTAL 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 


The  arrangements  for  the  processing,  bottling  and 
distribution  of  milk  in  Birkenhead  continue  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  two  dairies  situated  in  the  Borough  process  a total  of  about 
24,000  gallons  each  day.  This  amount  constitutes  the  major 
proportion  of  milk  sold  in  the  town  and  therefore  supervision  and 
sampling  control  are  directed  mainly  at  these  two  places. 

Samples  are  also  taken  from  milk  sold  in  the  Borough,  but 
originating  elsewhere.  The  details  given  later  show  that  a high 
standard  is  maintained. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1963  were 
issued  this  year.  Although  the  main  provisions  do  not  come  into 
force  until  1964,  the  description  ’’Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
(Pasteurised)”  may  now  be  used  as  an  alternative  to  ’’Pasteurised 
Milk”.  This  change  is  due  to  the  culmination  of  the  Attested 
IHerd  scheme,  whereby  all  milk  produced  is  of  ’’Tuberculin  Tested” 
|quality.  The  price  differential  has  also  been  abolished. 

This  year  has  seen  the  introduction  of  homogenised 
|pasteurised  milk  by  some  dairies.  This  process  distributes  the 
icream  evenly  throughout  the  milk  and  has  always  been  applied  to 
Sterilised  milk. 

The  bulk  transport  of  raw  milk  from  the  farms  commenced  this 
year,  and  three  tankers  are  now  bringing  about  4,500  gallons  a 
day  to  the  dairies.  Instead  of  storing  his  milk  in  ten  gallon 
churns,  the  producer  now  has  a refrigerated  storage  tank  at  the 
]farm  from  which  the  milk  is  pumped  into  the  tanker.  Each  lorry 
|collects  from  at  least  seven  farms  and  on  arrival  at  the  dairy, 
the  mixed  milk  is  pumped  into  a storage  tank  to  await 
'pasteurisation.  Samples  are  taken  at  each  farm  by  the  lorry 
idriver,  but  these  are  not  tested  for  hygienic  or  compositional 
iquality,  until  arrival  at  the  dairy.  Carelessness  or  lack  of 
Ihygiene  on  the  part  of  one  farmer  can  therefore  render  unfit  for 
*use  a whole  consignment  of  up  to  1750  gallons  of  milk  from  a number 
of  farms.  Similarly  the  adulteration  of  milk  by  one  farm  is  easily 
jmasked  by  the  good  quality  of  the  milk  from  the  other  farms, 
land  sampling  by  the  driver  and  testing  by  the  dairy  have  no 
significance  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Therefore,  while  there 
fare  economic  and  hygienic  advantages  in  the  bulk  storage  and 
[transport  of  milk  from  the  farms,  the  local  authority  will  have 
[less  control  in  future  over  farm  milk  sent  into  the  Borough, 

The  numbers  of  registered  dairies  and  dairymen  and  of 
licences  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations 


lar e 

I No.  of  registered  dairies  43 

No,  of  registered  dairymen  304 

Dealers  licences  to  sell  pre-packed  milk  302 

Dealers  licences  to  bottle  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  1 

I Processor's  licences  to  pasteurise  milk  2 

' Numbers  of  visits  to  dairymen's  premises  311 
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Bacteriological  examination  of  milk 

Samples  were  submitted  with  the  following  results 


Passed 

Failed 

Total 

Pasteurised  milk 

104 

- 

104 

Tuberculin  Tested 
milk 

(Pasteurised) 

113 

6 

119 

Sterilised  milk 

54 

- 

54 

Tuberculin  Tested 

milk  9 

4 

13 

280 

10 

290 

The  phosphatase  test  was  satisfactory  for  all  samples,  the 
failures  for  Tuberculin  Tested  and  Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised)  milk  being  in  respect  of  the  methylene  blue  test. 

All  ten  samples  which  failed  that  test  were  obtained  from  milk 
vending  machines.  There  are  now  only  4 of  these  machines  in  the 
Borough  and  while  there  is  some  reduction  in  the  percentage 
of  failures  it  is  again  an  indication  that  stocks  are  not  being 
turned  over  at  the  necessary  regular  frequent  intervals. 

Chemical  Analysis  of  Milk 

203  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  analysis 

184  samples  were  reported  as  genuine, 

11  samples  were  reported  as  deficient  of  fat, 

6 samples  were  reported  as  deficient  of  fat  and 

naturally  deficient  of  non-fatty  solids, 

2 samples  contained  added  water. 

Of  the  genuine  samples  34  were  naturally  deficient  of  non- 
fatty  solids.  In  those  cases  where  the  bulked  milk  was 
deficient,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Advisory  Department  was  1 
asked  to  assist  in  improving  the  quality.  The  number  is 
greater  than  in  1962,  but  the  differential  payments  to  farmers 
under  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  quality  milk  scheme  only 
commenced  on  the  1st  November.  In  respect  of  this  scheme,' it  is 

disappointing  to  note  that  the  prices  are  based  on  a Solids  - not • 

Fat  content  of  only  8,4^.  This  is  lower  than  the  presumptive 
legal  standard,  so  that  any  result  achieved  may  still  not  induce 
the  producer  to  reach  that  level. 

All  the  samples  adversely  reported  upon  were  taken  in  the 
course  of  delivery  to  the  wholesale  dairies. 

The  11  samples  of  milk  deficient  in  fat  were  from  5 
farmers.  In  all  cases  the  fat  content  of  milk  in  other  churns  | 
of  the  same  consignment  made  up  for  the  deficiency  so  that  the 
bulked  milk  of  each  farmer  was  satisfactory. 


67 


The  6 samples  deficient  in  fat  and  naturally  deficient  in 
non-fatty  solids  were  from  4 farmers.  The  bulked  milk  in  all 
cases  was  satisfactory  in  fat  content  and  non-fatty  solids. 

The  two  samples  containing  added  water  were  informal  samples 
from  a consignment  of  4 churns,  the  other  two  samples  from  the 
consignment  being  naturally  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids.  Formal 
samples  taken  some  days  later  were  all  naturally  deficient  in 
non-fatty  solids  and  in  addition  the  presence  of  blood  rendered  two 
of  these  samples  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  case  was 
referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food, 

ICE  CREAM. 


The  manufacture  and  distribution  of  ice  cream  in  the  Borough 
continues  to  be  satisfactory. 

Routine  inspection  and  sampling  has  shown  that  the 
Regulations  governing  the  manufacture  and  handling  of  ice  cream 
are  being  fully  implemented  by  the  trade. 

Details  of  the  premises  retained  on  the  Statutory  Register 
are  as  follows  :- 


Premises 

Premises 

Premises 

Premises 


registered  for 

registered  for 

registered  for 
registered  for 


the  manufacture  of  Pasteurised 
Ice  Cream 

the  manufacture  of  Cold  Mix  Ice 
Cream 

the  manufacture  of  Lolly  Ices  only 


the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  and/or 
Lolly  Ices 


Slumber  of  visits  paid  to  premises 


14 

13 

8 

600 

193 


There  are  a number  of  premises  included  in  the  above  figures 
from  the  register,  at  which  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  is  not 
very  regular  or  frequent.  The  tendency  is  still  for  tetailers 
to  handle  supplies  from  wholesale  manufacturers  and  supplement 
these  if  required,  during  peak  periods  of  consumption,  with  ice 
:ream  of  their  own  manufacture. 


104  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  submitted  for  Bacteriological 
analysis  during  the  year  and  reported  upon  as  follows  :- 


Samples 

of 

Ice 

Cream 

placed 

in 

Grade 

I 

68 

It 

11 

II 

II 

II 

II 

It 

II 

17 

It 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

III 

8 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

IV 

11 

104 

68 


In  connection  with  the  Grade  IV  samples,  further  samples 
of  ice  cream  mix  or  rinses  from  plant  and  equipment  were  taken 
in  order  to  find  the  cause  of  the  failure  to  reach  the  required 
standard, 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

25  samples  of  drinking  water  were  taken  from  various  points 
within  the  Borough  for  Bacteriological  examination. 

The  reports  were  satisfactory  in  every  case, 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS, 

50  samples  of  water  from  the  two  public  swimming  baths  in 
the  Borough  were  taken  for  Bacteriological  examination. 

The  results  were  uniformly  good  from  one  bath,  but  some 
unsatisfactory  results  were  obtained  from  the  other,  mainly 
during  the  early  summer  months  when  the  plate  counts  in  respect 
of  5 samples  were  greater  than  300,  In  7 cases  B,coli  was 
present  in  100  mis,  of  water, 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1935, 

Analysis  of  Food  (other  than  Milk) 

A wide  variety  of  foods  and  drugs  were  sampled  during  the 
year,  A total  of  201  samples  (in  addition  to  the  203  milk 
samples  previously  referred  to)  were  submitted  for  analysis 
to  the  Public  Analyst,  Tennyson  Harris  Esq,,  Ph,C, ,F,P,S, ,F,R,I,C, , 
at  Manchester,  whose  help  and  co-operation  are  gratefully 
acknowledged, 

A sample  of  orange  squash  concentrate  taken  informally  at  a 
local  bottlers  was  found  to  contain  excess  preservative.  The 
concentrate  was  being  bottled  as  received  from  the  manufacturer 
who  had  not  given  a statement  of  the  amount  of  preservative 
present.  This  statement  is  required  when  a food  is  supplied 
wholesale,  containing  more  than  the  permitted  retail  amount  of 
preservative.  This  matter  was  referred  to  the  Local  Authority 
of  the  area  where  the  manufacturer’s  premises  are  situated, 

A sample  of  Blackcurrant  Syrup  was  found  to  contain  only 
11^  Blackcurrant  Juice,  The  label  recommended  dosages  and 
therefore  the  syrup  should  have  been  of  B,P.C,  standard.  The 
manufacturer  was  cautioned  and  the  labels  changed,  * ; 

A number  of  the  foreign  objects  alleged  to  have  been  found  ’ 
in  food  purchased  by  members  of  the  public,  were  also  sent  to 
the  Public  Analyst  for  identification.  In  some  cases  this 
disproved  serious  allegations,  as  where  a human  tooth  was  said  ' 
to  have  been  found  in  a frozen  steaklet.  This  proved  to  be  a small  j 
piece  of  compact  bone  of  bovine  origin;  In  another  case,  | 

yellow  foreign  objects  in  a can  of  peeled  tomatoes  were  found  to  j 
be  haricot  beans.  Details  of  other  complaints  regarding  food  ! 

purchased  by  members  of  the  public  are  given  in  the  following  j 

paragraph,  ] 
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Food  Complaints 

During  the  year  43  complaints  were  received  regarding  food 
alleged  to  be  unfit  for  consumption.  Most  alleged  that  some 
foreign  object  or  substance  was  found  in  the  food. 

All  cases  were  investigated  with  the  retailers  and 
manufacturers  or  importers.  In  the  majority  of  cases  some  fault 
in  the  processing  or  storage  was  indicated,  but  on  some 
occasions  doubt  arose  as  to  whether  the  food  was  in  the  alleged 
condition  at  the  time  of  purchase. 

Six  complaints  were  received  of  milk  supplied  in  dirty 
bottles,  two  of  these  being  in  respect  of  school  milk.  In 
addition,  8 complaints  were  received  from  schools  of  badly 
damaged  bottles  being  delivered,  Vhen  the  foil  caps  were  removed 
by  the  pupils,  fragments  of  glass  fell  into  the  m.ilk,  rendering 
it  unusable.  In  appropriate  cases  the  bottlers  of  the  milk  were 
cautioned. 

Bread,  confectionery  and  cereal  products  gave  rise  to  eleven 
complaintso  Six  of  these  were  loaves  sta'ined  with  oil  or  grease 
from  bakery  machinery,  A screw  was  found  in  a packet  of 
breakfast  cereal,  a small  nail  in  a cake  and  an  insect  in  a tart. 
Mould  was  discovered  in  an  apple  tart  and  in  a cream  filled 
sponge  cake. 

Nine  complaints  were  received  about  various  meat  products. 
Sausages  and  a meat  pie  were  alleged  to  be  sour,  sliced  hedge 
was  said  to  be  dec ompos ing  shortly  after  purchase.  Sausages  and 
a piece  of  shoulder  bacon  were  infested  with  maggots,  a pork  pie 
was  mouldy,  and  a meat  .savoury  contained  a piece  cf  twisted  metal, 
A meal  of  peas  and  chips  and  a pie  contained  a sharp  pointed 
piece  of  wire.  Imported  canned  luncheon  meat  contained  a wire 
staple, 

I Other  complaints  related  to  a cigarette  end  which  was 

(embedded  in  cheese,  a beetle  was  found  in  frozen  peas,  a wasp  in 
I imported  canned  jam,  a grasshopper  in  imported  corned  beef,  beetle 
r in  butter  and  a packet  of  porridge  oats,  insect  larvae  ir  a packet 
of  currants,  fibres  in  stew,  detergent  in  a bottle  of  soft  drink. 

Some  cases  could  not  be  dealt  with  owing  to  the  small  amount 
of  the  food  produced  for  inspection  and  the  handling  the  articles 
had  received  since  purchase. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  as  follows 
Under  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1933.  Sec:  8, 

Selling  hedge  which  was  unfit  for 
I human  consumption 

Selling  shoulder  bacon  infested 
with  maggots 


Case  dismissed. 
Fine  £25.  0,  0. 
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Under  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Sec;  2. 


Selling  currants  infested  with 
insect  larvae 


Fine  £20,  0.  0, 


Selling  a mouldy  chocolate  cake 


" £20.  0.  0. 


Selling  a mouldy  pork  pie 


M 


£10.  0.  0. 


Selling  a meat  savoury  containing  metal 

Selling  a pie,  chips  and  peas  containing 
wire 


Fine  £50.  0.  0. 
and  costs  £2.10.  0. 


£10.  0.  0. 


Selling  cheese  containing  a cigarette 
end 


Case  dismissed  on 
production  of  a 
warranty. 


FOOD  HYGIENE. 

As  mentioned  earlier  in  this  report  there  is  no  specialist 
inspector  in  charge  of  this  important  work.  The  fact  that  an 
inspector  visits  food  premises  from  time  to  time  has  a 
beneficial  effect  on  both  management  and  staffs  of  food  premises. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  draw  particular  attention  of 
retailers  to  the  importance  of  rotating  stocks.  Most  products 
are  sold  pre-packed  and  it  is  impossible  for  assistants  or 
cumstomers  to  assess  the  soundness  or  freshness  of  goods  at  the 
time  of  purchase.  Several  complaints  have  been  made  that 
confectionery  and  meat  products  have  been  found  to  be  sour, 
mouldy  or  stale'  when  unpacked  by  the  purchaser.  Particularly  in 
the  case  of  meat  products  this  could  cause  illness  to  the 
consumer.  Sausages,  meat  pies,  cream  cakes,  etc.,  are  known 
to  have  been  sold  after  being  kept  in  the  shops  for  at  least 
two  or  three  weeks  although  the  "shelf  life"  recommended  by  the 
manufacturers  is  only  2 or  3 days.  Retailers  are  recommended  to 
mark  perishable  goods  with  a simple  code  so  that  assistants 
can  see  at  a glance  when  articles  have  been  kept  in  stock  longer 
than  the  recommended  time. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations,  1960  Art. 9(e)  against  a shop  assistant 
for  smoking  a cigarette  whilst  handling  open  food.  A fine  of 
£3.  0.  0.  was  imposed. 

The  following  premises  are  registered  under  the  provisions 
laid  down  in  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 


Fish  fryers 


90 

3 

50 


Fish  fryers  and  chicken  roasters 

Butchers  manufacturing  sausages 

Butchers  manufacturing  sausages 
and  cooked  meats 


24 


71 


Ham  boiling  2 
Grocers  manufacturing  cooked  meats  6 
Pickle  manufacturers  2 
Chicken  roasters  10 
Meat  products  factories  4 


191 


Premises  registered  under  the  provisions  laid  down  in  the 
Birkenhead  Corporation  Act,  1954 

Notification  of  new  food  premises  (Sec:  101)  3 

Food  hawkers  and  their  premises  (Sec;  102)  52 

Vendors  of  shell  fish  and  their 
premises  (Sec;  103)  37 


During  the  year  71  written  notices  and  47  verbal  notices 
were  given,  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  covering  213 
separate  items. 
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Summary  of  Inspections  and  Defects  remedied. 


Shops 

Cafes 

Canteens 

Food 

Preparing 

Premises 

Licensed 

Premises 

Stalls 

Totals 

Number  of  premises 

889 

145 

199 

151 

116 

1500 

Number  of  inspect- 
tions 

1094 

130 

190 

54 

261 

1729 

Defects  and  Contraventions  remedied. 

Sanitary  conven- 
ience separated 
from  food  rooms 

1 

1 

Drain  inlets 
removed  from 
food  rooms 

Vails,  Floors, 
ceilings,  doors, 
windows 
(a)  repaired 

13 

2 

1 

9 

25 

(b)  cleansed 

26 

- 

4 

- 

30 

Food  rooms 
ventilated 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

Accumulation  of 
refuse  removed 

2 

- 

— 

— 

2 

Cleanliness  of 
persons,  utensils 
clothing 

1 

1 

2 

Wash-basins 

provided 

3 

1 

1 

4 

9 

Sinks  provided 
or  renewed 

5 

1 

1 

_ 

7 

Hot  and  cold 
water  supplies 
provided 

11 

2 

13 

Towels,  soap 
etc . , provided 

11 

1 

2 

— 

14 

Protection  from 
c ontamination 
of  food 

12 

1 

13 

Contravention 
of  local 

Bye-laws 

6 

6 

Premises  closed 

9 

1 

2 

2 

1 

15 

101 

4 

8 

24 

1 

138 
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Unsound  Food 

The  inspection  of  food  in  shops,  warehouses,  canteens,  etc., 
was  carried  out  by  all  the  public  health  inspectors.  All 
condemned  food  was  collected  and  disposed  of  - mainly  by  tipping 
on  the  Corporation  tip  - under  supervision.  The  following  list 
shows  the  types  and  quantities  of  food  dealt  with. 

Canned  and  Bottled  Goods 


Preserves 

Puddings 


Meat 


Fruit  and  Vegetables 


Fish 

Soup 

Milk 


161  6 
6968 
832 
147 
' 267 
40 
643 


Evaporated  Milk,  Cream 
Flour 

Frozen  Foods 

Sausages 

Juice 

Lentils 

Meat 

Mushrooms 

Pickles,  Sauces  etc. 
Pie  Filling 
Potatoes 
Spread 


Biscuits 

Cereals 

Cheese 

Chicken 


Chocolate 

Coffee 


8 lbs 
7Ubs 
26Ubs 
25ilbs 
2 lbs 
2i  lbs 
78  lbs 
77  lbs 
95ilbs 
10  lbs 
15Tlbs 
25  lbs 
17  lbs 
3ilbs 

4 lbs 

5 lbs 


2 tons  167  cwts. 
1 5Ylbs 
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MEAT  INSPECTI  0 N 


This  section  of  the  report  details  the  work  carried  out  by 
the  Veterinary  Officer  and  the  staff  of  Meat  Inspectors. 

During  the  year  legislation  was  introduced  to  ensure  that 
all  home-killed  meat  is  inspected  before  it  leaves  the 
slaughterhouse.  One  of  the  main  reasons  why  it  had  not  been 
previously  introduced  is  that  it  would  have  placed  an  unfair 
burden  of  the  cost  on  those  Local  Authorities  where  a 
considerable  proportion  of  the  livestock  slaughtered  is  for 
markets  outside  their  boundaries.  Although  Birkenhead  is  such  an 
Authority,  the  practice  has  always  been  to  examine  all  carcases 
and  organs  of  animals  slaughtered  for  food  as  a responsible 
public  health  measure,  regardless  of  the  burden  of  cost.  The 
latter,  has,  in  recent  years,  been  mitigated  by  a system  of 
monetary  grant  from  the  Exchequer  based  on  the  calculated 
proportion  of  the  meat  which  is  sent  to  other  towns. 

The  main  provisions  of  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963 

are  - 

1 . All  meat  at  slaughterhouses  must  be  inspected, 

2.  Meat  must  not  be  removed  from  slaughterhouses  until  it  has 
been  inspected. 

3.  Meat  inspected  and  passed  as  fit  for  human  consumption  must 
be  so  marked  by  impression  with  an  indelible  ink  in  a 
specified  manner. 

4.  Local  authorities  may  charge  for  the  inspection,  the 
maximum  fees  for  each  category  of  animal  being  prescribed  by 
the  Regulations. 

5.  The  minimum  period  of  notice  of  slaughter  is  extended  from 
3 hours  to  24  hours. 

The  principal  Acts  and  Regulations  which  enable  the  Meat 
Inspection  Staff  to  exercise  its  powersof  inspection  and  to 
maintain  supervision  of  meat  supplies  are  - 


Birkenhead  Corporation  Act  1954 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 
Slaughterhouses  Act  1958 
Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Act  1958 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1958 

Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations  1958 
Meat  (staining  and  Sterilisation)  Regulations  1960 
Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  I960 
Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963. 


During  the  year  a total  of  90,226  animals  were  slaughtered 
within  the  Borough. 


Cattle 


Calves 


Sheep  & 

Lambs 


15,769 


1963 


28,485 


94 


45,878 
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All  animals  slaughtered  were  subjected  to  ante-mortem 
and  post-mortem  inspection. 


Cattle  I 

Calves  1 

Sheep  k \ 
Lambs 

I 

Pigs 

No.  Slaughtered 

28485 

94  1 

I 

45878  I 

i 

1 5769 

No.  Inspected 

28485 

94 

1 

45878 

1 5769 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci- 
vrhole  carcases  condemned 

49 

10 

00 

132 

Carcases  of  vhich  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

9770 

. 14 

1 

1 

14118 

4960 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci 

34 . 3?^ 

14.9^ 

1 

1 

30.7‘fc 

44.2% 

Tuberculosis  only  - 
Whole  carcase  condemned 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

195 

Nil 

Nil 

197 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.7/o 

Nil 

Nil 

1 .2% 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

16 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

14 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

¥eight  of  condemned  carcases  and  portions  24  tons  19  cwts. 


Weight  of  condemned  offal  and  portions  76  tons  7 cwts. 
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The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  Voodside  Lairage  and 


Tranmere  Abattoir 

during  the 

year  was  as 

follows . 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Woodside  Lairage 

20179 

- 

6335 

248 

Tranmere  Abattoir 

8306 

94 

39543 

1 5521 

Totals 

28485 

94 

45878 

15769 

WOODS IDE  LAIRAGE 

Woodside  Lairage  is  a Landing  Wharf  and  a slaughtering 
place  for  imported  animals.  Certain  provisions  of  the  Diseases 
of  Animals  Act  prevent  the  slaughter  of  home-produced  livestock. 
Despite  representations  from  the  Meat  Industry  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  to  be  accorded  the  facilities  of  the  slaughter- 
houses for  such  livestock,  and  so  increase  the  trade  at  the 
Lairage,  obstacles  to  this  suggestion  have  proved  insuperable, 
Consquently  the  work  and  trade  at  Woodside  continue  to  depend 
entirely  on  the  volume  of  imported  livestock.  This  volume  has 
always  been  given  to  fluctuation  but,  owing  to  the  increased 
building  of  abattoirs  in  Ireland  and  the  increasing  importations 
of  dressed  carcase  meat,  slaughtering  at  Woodside  reached  its 
lowest  ebb  in  post-war  years.  The  hardest-hit  section  of  the 
industry  is  the  trade  in  sheep  and  lambs.  In  1962  a total  of 
30,363  sheep  and  lambs  were  slaughtered;  this  year  the  total  has 
fallen  to  6,335, 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
for  tuberculosis 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Part  carcases  condemned 
for  tuberculosis 

46 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

No.  of  carcases  of 
which  some  organ  was 
condemned  for  tuberculosis 

1 50 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

O.Tfc 

Nil 

Nil 

0.4f» 
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Total  weight  of  carcase  meat  condemned 
for  tuberculosis  3 tons  9 cvts. 

Total  weight  of  offal  condemned  for 
tuberculosis  2 tons  11  cvts. 


Cattle 

1 j 

Calves 

! Sheep  & 1 

Lambs 

r 

Pigs 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
for  conditions  other  than 
tuberculosis 

14 

Nil  , 

6 

17 

Part  of  carcases  condemned 
for  ditto 

173 

Nil 

; 

i 5 

60 

Total  weight  of  carcase  meat  condemned 
for  conditions  other  than  tuberculosis  7 tons  19  cvts. 


Total  weight  of  offal  condemned  for 
ditto 


34  tons  15  c vt s . 


TRANMERE  ABATT 0 IR 


Previously  a public  abattoir,  Tranmere  Abattoir  passed  under 
lease  in  July  1962  to  the  Fatstock  Marketing  Corporation  and  was 
licensed  as  a private  slaughterhouse.  Not  being  under  the  same 
disadvantage  as  Voodside  Lairage  in  restriction  as  to  origin  of 
livestock  handled,  and  in  marked  contrast  to  Voodside, 

I slaughtering  has  increased  steadily  at  Tranmere  Abattoir. 


Cattl-e 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
for  tuberculosis 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Part  carcases  condemned  for 
tuberculosis 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

196 

No.  of  carcases  of  which 
some  organ  was  condemned 
for  tuberculosis 

45 

Nil 

Nil 

196 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.5/» 

Nil 

Nil 

1 .39? 

Total  weight  of  carcase  meat  condemned 
for  tuberculosis  1 ton  7 cwts. 


Total  weight  of  offal  condemned  for 
tuberculosis  11  cvts. 

I 


78 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

¥hole  carcases  condemned 
for  conditions  other  than 
tuberculosis 

35 

10 

52 

115 

Pari  carcases  condemned 
for  ditto 

41 

1 

47 

236 

Total  -weight  of  carcase  meat  condemned 
for  conditions  other  than  tuberculosis  12  tons  4 c-wts. 


Total  weight  of  offal  condemned  for 
ditto  38  tons  10  cwts. 


ANNUAL  SLAUGHTERING  FIGURES 


Tear 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Goats 

Total 

1948 

81884 

6223 

24790 

103 

113000 

1949 

96171 

6859 

30266 

581 

- 

133877 

1950 

109383 

6243 

31347 

605 

- 

147578 

1951 

102463 

4976 

28442 

1573 

- 

134454 

1952 

96058 

4818 

42718 

3226 

- 

146820 

1953 

50496 

4335 

49751 

6940 

- 

111520 

1954 

91798 

2923 

83647 

14128 

- 

192496 

1955 

55737 

533 

94657 

12236 

- 

163163 

1956 

82193 

290 

112080 

7763 

- 

202326 

1957 

56724 

284 

107714 

6993 

- 

171715 

1958 

47533 

591 

93220 

10712 

- 

1 52056 

1959 

46467 

57 

97841 

7384 

- 

1 51749 

1960 

59909 

819 

95505 

6838 

- 

163071 

1961 

77222 

1431 

92012 

6053 

34 

176752 

1962 

41436 

694 

72559 

11098 

3 

125790 

1963 

28485 

94 

45878 

15769 

- 

90226 

INCIDENCE  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


Since  the  commencement  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture's 
Tuberculosis  Eradication  Scheme  in  1958  the  incidence  of 
tuberculosis  in  cattle  has  fallen  dramatically.  Tuberculosis 
lesions  were  found  in  13.7^  of  bovine  carcases  examined  during 
1957.  During  the  year  under  review  such  lesions  were  found  in 
only  0.5^  of  home  produced  cattle  and  in  0,7fo  of  Irish  cattle. 
The  latter  figure  pays  tribute  to  the  work  of  the  Eire 
Government  in  this  sphere. 

EMERGENCY  SLAUGHTER 

During  the  year  32  animals  were  received  into  Tranmere 
Abattoir  for  emergency  slaughter  due  to  sickness  or  injury.  Of 
these,  seven  carcases  were  totally  condemned  while  in  the  other 
cases  it  was  necessary  to  condemn  only  part  of  the  carcases  or 
the  offal. 
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IMPORTED  MEAT 


Check  inspections  of  imported  meat  in  Wholesale  Depots  were 
carried  out  during  the  year.  In  all,  114  visits  were  paid  to 
Wholesale  Depots,  and  as  a result  of  the  inspections  15  cwts.of 
carcase  meat,  1 cvt.  of  offal,  25  tins  of  cooked  meats  weighing 
2 cwts.  and  5 poultry  carcases  weighing  25  lbs.  were  found  to  be 
unfit  for  consumption. 

EXPORT  OF  MEAT  PRODUCTS 


During  the  year  the  Veterinary  Officer  issued  licences 
to  gut-scraping  firms  for  108  tierces  (42  gallon  casks)  of  hog 
casings,  82  tierces  of  beef  casings,  110  hanks  of  sheep  casings, 

1 drum  of  Oleo,  and  5 cwts.  of  ox  cheek  for  shipment  abroad, 
following  visits  to  the  factories  and  inspection  of  the  products. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1955 

The  stunning  and  slaughtering  of  animals  in  a slaughterhouse 
is  prohibited  except  under  licence  granted  by  the  Local 
Authority.  As  at  31st  December  1963  there 'were  48  slaughtermen's 
licences  in  force. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1931 

This  Act  regulates  the  sale  of  pet  animals  and  makes  it 
an  offence  to  keep  a Pet  Shop  except  under  the  authority  of  a 
licence  granted  by  the  Local  Authority.  These  shops  are  visited 
regularly  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  conditions  of  the  licence. 
During  the  year  80  visits  were  made  and  12  licences  were  issued. 

REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISES  USED  FOR  THE  SALE  OF  ANIMAL  FEEDING  MEAT 

j 

■ The  Birkenhead  Corporation  Act,  Section  98,  regulates  the 

sale  of  animal  feeding  meat  and  provides  for  the  registration 
; of  approved  premises.  One  application  for  registration  was 
received  and  approved,  and  one  registration  was  cancelled  when 
' the  business  concerned  terminated.  There  were  16  such  registered 
i premises  in  the  Borough  as  at  31st  December  1963. 

MEAT  (STAINING  AND  STERILISATION)  REGULATIONS  1960 

i During  the  year  72  visits  were  paid  to  premises  registered 

! for  the  sale  of  animal  feeding  meat  under  the  provisions  of  the 
j above  Regulations.  Aproximately  12  tons  of  inedible  liver 
l|  (1883  cartons)  were  released  from  Cold  Store  to  be  taken 
! directly  to  heat-treatment  plant  outside  the  town  for 
•i  sterilisation. 

1 

I MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT  1926 

] Orders  made  under  the  above  Act,  as  applied  to  certain 

I classes  of  chilled,  frozen,  boneless  and  salted  meats  and  edible 
I offals,  provide  that  such  foodstuffs  shall  bear  an  indication 
! of  origin,  a further  object  of  the  Orders  being  to  ensure  that 
I such  foodstuffs  shall  be  easily  identified  when  exposed  for 
j sale . 

I 


! 
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During  the  year  150  check  inspections  were  made.  On  the 
vhole  the  standard  was  good,  but  the  inspections  disclosed  a 
number  of  minor  contraventions,  a verbal  caution  and  an 
explanation  of  the  requirements  of  the  Orders  being  given  in  each 
case . 

RIDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1939 


This  Act  provides  for  the  inspection  of  Riding  Establishments 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  any  offence  under  the 
Act  is  being,  or  has  been  committed.  There  are  three  riding 
schools  in  the  Borough,  and  all  horses  and  ponies,  on 
examination  whilst  at  exercise,  or  in  paddocks  or  stalls,  were 
found  to  be  in  good  condition, 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1963 


This  new  enactment  provides  for  a system  of  licensing  of 
premises  at  which  a business  of  accommodating  cats  and  dogs  is 
carried  on.  It  lays  upon  the  Local  Authority  the  duty  of 
investigating  applications  for  licences  by  detailed  examination 
of  the  proposed  accommodation,  and  the  imposing  of  conditions 
relating  to  construction,  dimensions,  permitted  number, 
temperature,  lighting,  ventilation  and  exercising  facilities, 
and  the  issuing  of  licence  to  approved  premises,  renewable 
on  an  annual  basis.  The  Act  comes  into  operation  on  the 
1st  January  1964. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS 

In  addition  to  the  publication  of  the  Orders  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  the  supervision  of 
cleansing  and  disinfection  of  infected  premises,  and  the 
issuing  of  licences  for  the  movement  of  animals,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Local  Authority  to  enforce  all  Orders  made  for  the 
protection  of  animals  and  poultry  from  unnecessary  suffering 
during  transit. 

The  principal  Acts  and  Orders  which  enable  the  Inspectorate 
to  exercise  its  powers  of  inspection  are  - 

Transit  of  Animals  Order  1927 
Importation  of  Dogs  and  Cats  Order  1928 
Fowl  Pest  Order  1936 
Anthrax  Order  1938 

Foot  and  Mouth  (infected  Areas  Restriction)  Order  1938 
Tuberculosis  (Slaughter  of  Reactors)  Order  1950 
Live  Poultry  (Restrictions)  Order  1954 
Diseases  of  Animals  (¥aste  Foods)  Order  1957 
Registration  of  Movement  of  Swine  Order  1959 
Movement  of  Animals  (Records)  Order  I960 
Fowl  Pest  (Amendment)  Order  1963 
Swine  Fever  Order  1963 

TRANSIT  OF  ANIMALS  ORDER  1927 


Conditions  under  which  livestock  are  transported  are  under 
constant  observation  to  avoid  hardship  or  cruelty  and  to  prevent 
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sick  animals  from  further  travel.  Adequate  arrangements  have 
)een  made  to  deal  with  the  cleansing  problem  posed  by  livestock 
transports  turned  away  from  Voodside  Lairage  on  account  of  their 
inclean  condition, 

ANTHRAX  ORDER  1938 


There  were  330  confirmed  outbreaks  of  anthrax  in  Great 
Britain  during  the  year,  two  of  which  occurred  in  adjoining  local 
iuthorities.  No  cases  of  anthrax  in  animals  occurred  within  the 
Borough  boundary. 

FOOT  AND  MOUTH  (INFECTED  AREAS)  ORDER  1938 

The  whole  country  has  been  completely  free  from  outbreaks 
of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  during  this  year,  which  testifies  to  the 
effectiveness  of  the  slaughter  policy  laid  down  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture, 

TUBERCULOSIS  (SLAUGHTER  OF  REACTORS)  ORDER  1930. 

During  the  year  124  cattle  which  had"  reacted  to  the 
tuberculin  tests  were  slaughtered  at  Tranmere  Abattoir.  A report 
of  the  post-mortem  examination  was  in’  each  case  sent  to  the 
Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1937 

One  application  for  licence  under  this  Order  was  received 
and  approved,  and  eight  existing  licences  were  revoked  where 
change  of  circumstances  warranted  it.  There  are  at  present  nine 
licences  in  force.  Seventy-two  visits  of  inspection  and 
supervision  were-  paid  to  farms  and  piggeries  within  the  Borough 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Order, 

REGULATION  OF  MOVEMENT  OF  S¥INE  ORDER  1939 


During  the  year  1287  store  pigs  were  brought  into  the 
Borough  under  licence.  During  the  period  of  28  days  detention 
the  premises  were  visited  and  the  pigs  examined.  Eighty  visits 
to  farms  and  piggeries  were  made  in  this  connection, 

MOVEMENT  OF  ANIMALS  (RECORDS)  ORDER  1960 

There  are  13  cow-keepers  and  twenty-five  pig-keepers  within 
the  Borough,  and  during  the  year  70  visits  were  paid  to  farms 
and  piggeries  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  of  the  records  of 
movements  of  livestock. 

fowl  PEST  (AMENDMENT) ORDER  1963 

There  have  been  2,288  confirmed  outbreaks  of  Fowl  Pest  in 
Great  Britain  this  year.  Although  there  have  been  no  cases 
vithin  the  Borough,  outbreaks  in  the  area  resulted  in  the 
imposing  of  an  Infected  Areas  Special  Order  on  parts  of  contiguous 
counties  which  was  later  extended  to  include  Birkenhead.  Visits 
have  been  paid  to  poultry-keepers  and  to  egg  packing  plant  within 
-the  Borough. 
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SVINE  FEVER  ORDER  1963 


Two  outbreaks  of  Swine  Fever  occurred  within  the  Borough,  and 
restrictions  on  movement  of  swine  were  imposed.  The  outbreaks 
were  subsequently  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  after 
examination  of  the  organs  by  laboratory  techniques.  After 
disposal  of  the  entire  stock  of  pigs  by  procedural  methods,  the 
farm  was  subjected  to  cleansing  and  disinfection,  and,,  after 
termination  of  the  prescribed  period,  was  declared  free  from 
further  restriction. 

A further  outbreak  was  suspected  but  was  not  confirmed,  and 
restriction  on  swine  movement  was  accordingly  lifted. 

The  national  incidence  of  Swine  Fever  was  high,  there  having 
been  1 ,243  confirmed  outbreaks  throughout  the  country  during  the 
year.  Throughout  the  spring  and  summer  special  Orders  of  the 
Ministry  declared  certain  areas,  including  the  Borough, to  be 
"Infected  Areas",  and  prohibited  any  movement  of  pigs  within 
those  areas  except  on  Movement  Licence  under  prescribed 
circumstances.  The  Special  Orders  were  removed  later  in  the 
year. 


